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The parrel was made of ribs and two 
rows of trucks. Up to 1670 the parrel 
rope had a two hole deadeye seized in 
the bight and after that date, a wood­
en thimble; the two ends rove through 
the ribs and trucks; then, after the 
parrel was taken round the mast, the 
two ends were taken through the dead-
eye or thimble and were spliced 
together. The distance between the 
thimble or deadeye and the spliced 
ends was about 3 feet; this enabled 
plenty of slack to be obtained on the 
parrels when eased off. The parrel was 
secured to the yard by seizing the 
throat of the deadeye or thimble to 
the strap of the jeer block on the yard, 
the deadeye or thimble hanging just 
clear of the y a r d The yard was gener­
ally carried on the starboard side of 
the mast 
A truss parrel superseded the parrel of 
ribs and trucks in about 1773 and com­
prised a piece of rope served all over, 
this rope was taken round the yard 
and a seizing put on so that the yard 
was seized tightly in the bight; the two 
ends were taken round the mast and 
rove through an iron thimble, seized to 
the jeer block strop close to the yard; 
the two ends were spliced together 
and a thimble seized in the bight 

up from the deck. After 1773, the 
upper block was hooked to the iron 
thimble in the bight of the parrel; the 
lower block was secured in the same 
position as before. F r o m 1733 to 1773, 
instead of hooking the lower block to 
an eyebolt on deck, the block was 
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