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DEDICATION.

TO THE

EDITOR OF «THE TIMES.

Sig,
Somg, perhaps, may inquire why — when I
might have appropriat:ely inscribed this work
to many illustrious statesimen by me - I
prefer an abfwacts perspnage, such aé the
Editor of The Times? The answer is
short, and to my mind satisfactory. In the
latter part of the month of August last, I
proposed, in¢he then feverish and uncertain
state of our relations with France, to un-
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dertake a journey to the five Military Ports
of that country. I explained my plan to
you; and you were at once good ¢nough
to open to me the columns of The Times,
thus securing to such facts and observa-
tions %s I might offer the immense advan-
tage of your unrivalled circulgfion, and the
sanction which the admission of my Letters
into_ yoyr columns implied. Had I knocked
at the door of the” Admiralty, of the Fo-
reign Office (though a very able man now
presides there), or of the Home Depart-
ment, and proposed such a mission, I might
have knocked in vain. Not being a Mem.
ber of Parliament, ready  to vote that black
is whité,” —not heing a Twditor, prepared
to sever the Empire whose settlement 1 had
sworn to defend, ~— not being, in a word,
either Beggar, Bully, or Quack, I was un-
provided with the suitable recemmendations
to the present occupants of officc; and,
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therefore, my proposal, however useful in
a national point of view, would have been
treated either with ignorant apathy or su-
pcrcifious disdain. Né pagato né pregato.
To you, therefore, 1 addressed myself, and
to vour prompt decision it is in a®great
degree owing that these Letters have ever
seen the light. For the rest, I have endea-
voured faithfully and diligently to perform
the task which [ imposéd on myself. Every
thing that I have noted*down has been the
result of personal observation and diljgent
rescarch. Unadopted by the Foreign Office,
unpaid by the country, unrejected by any
constituency whatever, I have not thought it
right to practie® litesary, larceny on a large
scale, as some have done, or appropriating
the language, sentiments, and opinions of
others, to call it a report and fawningly foist
it on the tables of Parliament. It is not for
me to speak of the manner in which my
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‘task has been performed —that I leave to
the critics; but you will suffer me to say,
that I have endeavoured to accomplish that
task at least with the zeal and earnestness
which have pre-eminently marked your
ceaseltss and unwearying efforts in behalf
of the British navy. Your ability, eloquence,
and masculine power of style, I can neither
imitate nor approach. In other countries
the exercise of thesé qualitics would secure
to you an importamt share in the executive
govermment, and plaé:e at your disposal
rank, office, and patronage. But while these
adventitious aids would enhance your per-
sonal importance, they might diminish your
public utility, and fempt ydu **to give up to
a party what was meant for mankind.” It
is better—far better, to wield with a giant’s
strength the most stupendous organ of hu.
man intelligence that ever yeteexisted, than
to be the tool, the slave,—ay, or the leader,
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of any party, however numerous, or however
respectable. Independe‘x;t alike of prince,
or p:;,rty, or people, go on and prosper in
your public course as you have hitherto
done. Yours are, indeed, the gifts of a lofty
intellect; but you have the rarer fac.ulty, by
a social commerce, at once easy, kind, sim-
ple, and agreeable, of bringing into play
the various talents of those who eomg jgto
literary or social contact with you., So much
strength and so much s.implicity form a com-
bination as rare as it is estimable, and
securc to the possessor at once good-will
and admiration.

I remain, with regard,
Sir,
Your obligeé Servant,
A TRAVELLER.

Ancona,

1st February, 1841.






INTRODUCTION.

Tue reader will scarcely need to be told that
these letters were written currente cglamo. A
simple reference to the.dates and the disfances
will at once explain that the authof sacrificed
much to celerity; buf he is not aware, never-
theless, that he has left any thing unseen or
unexplained, or that hg has sacrificed accuracy
to attain expedition. Many imperfections of style
he might doubtless correct, had he enjoyed the
advantage of & iengthenod revision ; but being,
te use a nautical phrase, ‘¢ under sailing orders,”
neither time nor tide will ;wait for f:im, and he
is now, while penning these lines, again on the
bosom of the blue waters. Aware that haste
is no plea for imperfection, he had rather,

however, pay the penalty of rushing into print
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hastily, than that the advocates of the British
navy in the Imperial Parliament should be de-
prived of a work which may afford thein an
insight into the progress made and now making
by our nearest neighbour, and most formidable
as well @s most implacable rival.

Gulf of Genoa,
30th January, 1841.
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Scptember 9, 1840.
Mgr. Burkg, in speaking on the army estimates
in 1790, says, ;* France, by the mere circum-
stance of its vxcxmty, had been, and in a degree
always must be, an object of our vigilance, either
with regard to her actual power, or to her in-
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fluence and example.”* There is obvious truth
in this remark, and in the present uneasy and
feverish state of our relations with thisecountry,
it is quite fitting that you should know what is
actually doing in the principal ports of France.
To be vigilant, however, is not to be suspicious
or distrustful ; and it sh*nll be, therefore, my aim
to report to you faithfully what I see and observe,
and to allow you and your readers to draw your
own inferences.

You are aware that the commercial existence
oﬁthis‘port only dates from 1670, as, previously to
that pegiod, it was fortified by Louis VII. in 1509,
and especially fosteréd by his successor, Francis 1. ;
yet, this was with a view more to the success of
warlike operations than to the more peaceful, and
I may add more glorious, triumphs of commerce.
In the whale and cod“fishery originated the pro-
sperity ©f Havre, which was increased by more
venturous and successful expeditions to Canada
and the eastern shored of Afrnca, to such a de-
gree, that the then French East India Company
and the Companies of Senegal and Guinea not
only made the town their entrepée, but the chief
seat of their commercial operations.

This pascent good fortune was crowned by
the independence of America, since which period
down to a recent time, by her commerce with the

* Burke’s Works, vol. v. p. 7.
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United States, the prosperity of Havre has unre-
mittingly and almost uninterruptedly increased.
It may dave been said, when I was last here in
1836, to have attained its acmé. From that
period, however, a spirit of speculation and over-
trading has had a most disastrous influence; and,
after the complications produced by the rginous
winding up of American affairs in 1837 and 1838,
there wanted, qperhaps, but the events of the last
two months to augment to the highest degree
that distrust and apprehension fatal to all enter-
prises, but more especlally pa.ralysmg to ‘*ke
operations of industry and commerce., What
then are these events? youf will ask. I answer,
nothing positive, nothing®certain, nothing known ;
but that which, amidst a mercurial and Mghly
excitable people, is far worse—an unknown, an
indistinct, and vague apprehension, a sense of
uneasiness and dread of the future, under the
influence of whlch speculation is checked, com-
merce lantrmshes, conﬁdé’nce——- that ¢ plant of slow
growth” (to use the words of Chatham)—is totally
destroyed, and social intercourse itsell painfully
embittered by the apprehersion that the man
who has hitherto been your patron and friend,
and made yoy the advances necessary for the
carrying on of your trade, may to-morrow,
from prudential considerations, or from a more
pressing and selfish need of his own, be unable
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or unwilling to assist you longer. In a commer-
cial country like England, and in such towns as
London, Liverpool, and Bristol, such a situation
as this will be appreciated; but the inhabitant
of London, Bristol, or Liverpool, can, arguing
from the experience of those places, form no idea
of thereffect which such a state of things produces
here. In England there are large masses of
floating capital, and immediate returns are not
looked for. In England, too, there is a re-
servedness, a discretion, a secrecy, and a retenue
ineommercial operations, to which, perhaps, great
part of their success is owing; but here, where
capitals are small, whére masses of money are not
found at all, where immediate and large returns
are alinost instantly looked for, where the national
character is vehement, demonstrative, and prone
to the indiscreet exhibition of any private calamity,
it were impossible to conceive the effect produced
by the vivid manner in which these worthy, but
somewhat too vivacioug, Normans speak and
think of the actual crisis. As to the future, I
never enter with them into the consideration of
it, for their ’
e e e e s ¢ Active fancies
Travel beyond sense, and picture thivgs unseen.”

In sober reality, it is really Jamentable to think
that the mere rumour of war, which ‘every sane
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person dreads and deprecates, should produce
such results. They, however, who have raised
the stosm have much to answer for in all the
French seaports, but most of all here. There
have alrcady been three or four failures, one a
banker; discounts are now impossible to pro-
cure, even on good paper. Many vessels, gvhich
were freighted for St. Thomas’s and Hayti, for
Mexico, Colombia, and the Brazils, for Chander-
nagor, Martinique, and Guadaloupe, have unladen
their cargoes, and have either proceeded out in
ballast, or have gone into dock, there t8 lie rp
till something definitive is settled. In the year
1837, the number of foreigrr vessels which entered
this port was above 800, making, in round
numbers, an average of 66 a-month. During
the two last months, however, owing to the
causes which 1 have statéd, I am informed by an
eminent ship-broker that only 96 foreign vessels
have entered, leaving a deficit of 36 even on the
estimate of 1837.°

It is most likely that this defalcation would be
speedily repaired, the moment all sinister auguries
of war had ceased to resound; but in the mean-
time, workmen are thrown out of employ, enter-
prises of great, moment stand still, the fair occa-
sion for speculation goes by, hundreds of artificers
are without bread,—they become impatient, un-
easy, riotous, and the original rumour—theprelude
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to this “ingens diraque cokors malorum”—is found,
after all, to be destitute of truth and verisimili-
tude. What reason had Chancellor Oxenstiern
to say, ‘ With how little wisdom is the world
governed ! Eighteen months ago the two
private ckantiers, or dockyards, of this town
employed 180 workmen, including machinists,
ship-carpenters, calkers, &c. I yesterday visited
both these establishments, the one the property
of M. Normand, and the other of M. Vasse; in
the latter, there was not a single ship-carpenter
employéd, though there were two common saw-
yers at work ; in the former, there was one master
ship-carpenter, but nefther calkers, riggers, smiths,
nor machinists. Normahd has acquired some ce-
lebrif§ as a builder by the construction of those
beautiful and swift-sailing boats, the Castor and
Pollux, which plied list year between London
and St. ¥alery-sur-Somme, but which are now
laid up literally rotting in the Basin Napoleon.
He also constructede the Phemx, which plies
between London and Havre ; the Havre, which
plies to Rotterdam; and the Hambourg, which
trades to Hamburg, and various other smaller
vessels equally distinguished for beauty of form
and rapidity of sailing. Normagd was also to
have constructed the great Transatlantic steamer
from this port to New York; for the Havre mer-
chants and tradesmen, finding the speed and suc-
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cess of the Great Western, British Queen, &c.,
materially injured the liners* frequenting this port,
had alep determined to have their steamer too.
A company had been formed, shares were issued,
and every thing was in fair progress towards the
end of June, when the speculators, in consequence
of this plaguy Eastern question, became timorous,
and the enterprise vanishes, or at least is aban-
doned for a segson. Yesterday it was known here
that this conception of the Havre men is actually
executing, at the moment I write, in Belgium.
The Belgians are to have one half of the® shares,
the Americans the other*®half, and one of the
vessels is to be coustructed at Antwerp. I was
present at a sale of G6@ bales of cotton at the
Bourse when this news was bruited abroas, and
1 assure you it were difficult to form an idea of
the cxasperation it caused. Far am I from blam-
ing the merchants for fecling sorely on ghis point.
I have conversed with most of the leading men
amongst them, ind they all (with one solitary
exgeption) admit that a war would be ruinous to
France and disastrous to Havre. Desirous, there-
fore, of peace, for reasons not ouly resulting from
public policy, but from the strongest suggestions
of private interest, they complain that they are

* The sailing-packets to New York are so designated,
B2
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the victims of reports and rumours which they do
not encourage, whose existence they lament, and
whose propagation they would, had they the
power, check and control.

Ther? are about 240 vessels, some large, some
small, belonging to this port; but more than 500
French vessels from Marseilles, Cherbourg, Nantes,
Bordeaux, Bayonne, &c., entered here in 1833.
I have not been able to get an acrurate account
of the number of French vessels which entered
here in the past year, but I am told by thoee
competént to give an opinion, that the number
was on the increase, and that it is not likely there
will be any sensible «diminution in the present
year. The receipts of the customs last year were
above 30,000,000 of francs, but there is reason to
féar that there will be a sensible diminution in
the present year. All viautical men agree that
the port ig a most convenient one, both for getting
into and going out, for by means of the play of
artificial sluices sufficient water is provided for
the entry of the largest vessel two hours befgre
the full flow of the tide and two hours after the
ebb. . This remarkable advantage is in no de-
gree owing to the nature of the place; it is alto-
gether the result of art, and is chiefly due to
the encouragement given by the unfortunate
Louis XVI. to every project of this kind in



LOUIS XVI. 11

1786.* In speaking of Cherbourg, I shall have
to enter more at length on this subject, and shall,
therefore, abandon it for the present; but in jus-
tice to the memory of that unfortunate prince, I
must remark, that he was not only the creator of
the port of Cherbourg, but that he further merits
the renown of having done more for Havge than
any of his predecessors.

The chiefgproducts which Havre receives from
America are coffee, indigo, hides, peltry, and last
and most of all, cotton. A great deal of this
latter article is manufactured at Rouef, and a
" considerable quantity at ‘Mulhausen. Consider-
able exports of American productions, or perhaps
I should rather say tr#nshipments, are made to
Dantzic, Hamburg, and St. Petersburg.

The chief trade with Spain is confined ‘to
Alicant, Carthagena, Cadiz, and Malaga. Thence
are received the Spanish wines, woolg oils, and
barillas. The traffic with Portugal is inconsider-
able; but hithefto a comsiderable commerce. has
exjsted between this port and Sweden and Nor-
way, in planks, deals, masts, pitch, tar, &e.
This trade, however, has mtuch declined within
the last twelve months, and has nearly ceased

* For a fuller account of these projects see Histoire de
France pendant le 188me Siécle, par Charles Lacretelle;
tom. iii. p. 97.
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during the last two. I have already stated, that
there is nothing building in the way of ships.
Some of the artificers remain here, others are
gone of their own free will to Honfleur, while
levies have been made of the most able artificers
for the government dockyards.

Thpugh Havre is not properly a government
port, or does not, in other words, contain a
government dockyard or arsenal,eyet it is the
residence of a commissary-general of the marine ;
and it possesses a commercial college and a public
library. * It can boast of no manufactures, except
the tobacco manufactoty of the government, and
some small establishments for the manufacturing
of cables, cordage, aund tar.

1 Iave left myself little space for general news.
Lord Granville has been here for the last three
weeks at the establishiflent called ** Frascati's.”
I believe¢he intends remaining until the first
weeks of October. He moves out but little, sel-
dom appearing before three oclock in the day.
His Grace of Devonshire has been here for more
than a month, and lives at the same hotel. There
is to be an. exhibition of the disgusting mummery
of Mesmerism in the saloon of this establishment
(I mean at Frascati’s) this evening at eight o’clock,
by a Dr. Laurent. I mean, as the French say,
‘“ to assist” at it, and, should any thing queer
take place, shall acquaint you.
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I have no doubt there will be a crowd, and
much enthusiasm ; for whatever these excellent
Gaulsetake up they take up vehemently and
with passion, which, by the way, is a far more
expressive term in French than in English.
They have few hobbies, it is true, not half so
many as dear honest John; but when they do
take up one, they straightway and stark ride the
animal to tlee death. I am old enough, I am
sorry to say, to remember when nobody bathed
in France., Now the Gauls, as the late Lord
Louth used to pronounce it, are the “.say bad-
inest” people in all Christendom. It were ludi-
crous, if not something wdrse, to see huge hairy
fellows in caftans and ®calimancoes, of vigorous
thews and brawny sinews, called *¢ guide.;,'” seiz-
ing on the slimmest as well as the most Dutch-
built damsels, by the tapering waist or the ample
hip, carrying them, ducking them thrice, then
scizing their hands or arms, and dancing all
sorts of capers, somethmes for half, but always
for a quarter of an hour. Where ¢ virtue is”
these practices may, with such sea-monsters, be
“most virtuous.” But as®l am myself of the
earth, earthy, and believe all flesh to be weak, I
confess I had rather my wife, daughter, or sister,
avoided this close contact and frequent pressing,
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My letter of the 9th inst. will have informed
you of the disdppointment and surprise with
which the news of the formation of a Transat-
lantic Steam Company at Antwerp was received
in this port. I had scarcely despatched my
communication by the Phenix, when I learned
that notwithstanding the dxsposxtxon which evi-
dently exists “bot to embark in any hazardous
enterprise at this moment, it was nevertheless

resolved, at every risk, to go on with the specu-
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lation commenced under the name of the Havre
Transatlantic Steam Company; and that the
English capitalists who are shareholders«in the
company, with that good sense and energy which
generally distinguish them, determined, in con-
junction with some spirited Frenchmen, that it
was ae question of ‘“now or never,” the more
especially if Belgium were allowed to have the
start in the race of competition. Jdmbued with
this conviction, it was determined that a depu-
tation should immediately start for Paris; and,
accordingly, on Thursday last, Mr. Charles Guil-
lon, accompanied by the celebrated ship-builder
Normand, to whom the construction of the vessel
is to be confided, set out for the capital. They
were accompanied by M. E. Dubois, the notary
of the Company, and the objects of the deputation
were immediately to puf the affair into working
order, 50 as to commence instantly the building
of the vessels. It will also, of course, be a part
of the daty of this deputation t0° confer with the
Baron Tupinier, whom the government has po-
minated chairman of the commission appointed
to inquire into, and finally arrange, the conditions
under which the project shall be put in action.

I seize on this fact, unimportant in itself
(unless to those interested as shareholders), as
affording & renewed proof of the desire of the
intelligence and wealth of this town for the main-
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tenance of that peace which I trust and believe
will not be interrupted. You will not fail to
remarke that three-fourths of the capital to be
embarked in this enterprise will be found to be
English and American, and the remaining fourth
French. So that speculations of this nature have
an inevitable and necessary tendency to increase
and strengthen those friendly dispositions gene-
rated by a quarter of a century of unrestricted
intercourse betwcen the two nations.

I should also observe, that several of the most
respectablc commercial houses here are hnglish,
Scotch, American, and Irish, some of them hav-
ing French and American Junior partners; and,
so far as my observatioh extends, there is not a
man among the number who would not rather
lose his right arm than see the good understand-
ing which has for ten yedrs prevailed between the
two countries suddenly interrupted. ©n a mo-
derate computatxon there are not less than forty-
six French steamers, l#rge and small, belonging
to.this port, and if any interruption were to take
place in our friendly relations, whence, I ask, are
these and the other steamers®of France to be sup-
plied with coal? Rest assured the men of sense
and the men pf substance see and know full well
their own interest, and that, as far as in them
lies, they will make every effort that the general
peace shall be preserved. The popalation of
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Havre, not comprising the suburbs, amounts to
somewhere about 35,000 souls, of whom 10,000
are foreigners, chiefly American and Bnglish.
I do not say, by any means, that the lower classes
among them are models of sobriety and decorum ;
but this I do say, that having been among them
at all hours, both by night and by day, whether
they were under the influence of wine and other
strong drinks, or whether they wem working in
sober sadness, I never heard from the lips of the
lowest c&zﬁ'onmer amongst them a word discour-
teous or disparaging to the English. I think it
necessary, to say thus mluch at a time when much
and mischievous pains %ire taken, both in England
and France, to exacerbate in England that na-
tional ‘animosity which was slumbering, if not
altogether dead, and to appeal in France to that
childish empty vanity, that ¢ echo of folly and
shadow oferenown,” which is roused in this coun-
try — this plaisant pays de France, as Mary
Stuart called it — almest by beaf of drum.

The question of war and peace is, howerver,
not a ‘‘ one-sided” question. If the French
would lose our codls, our lead, our iron, our
Guinness’s porter (of which a vast deal, by the
way, i8 now consumed all over Fragce), we in our
turn would be deprived of all the vintages of the
Rhone, of the Cote d'Or, and last and best of all
the Garonne, of the Chasselas of Fontainbleau,
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and of that vast variety of cheeses which the
gourmands and gourmets of London —next to the
Dutch,* the most cheese-eating people in the
world —so much relish. Pardon me for de-
scending to ¢ such small deer,” but there are
men—ay, and in high stations too—who, in-
sensible to higher and better considemations,
would yield to arguments such as these.

I repeat, that the opinion of the best-informed
people is, that we shall have no war, and I know
by letters received this morning from Nantes and
all along the coast of Brittany, that the same opi-
nions prevail there. Nevertheless, in thg floating
state of uncertainty in which we live—in the os-
cillations between peace and war —all business i is
at a stand-still, and at Nantes, as well as here,
shipowners cease to freight their vessels; nor are
insurance companies very willing to take risks.
But Frenchmen, otherwise brave ever® to rash-
ness, are in commercml speculations timid and
timorous to a fault. If is®my duty, however, to
deal with facts, not with speculations and opi-
nions ; and I think it right to inform you that
considerable levies for the military marine, or, in
other words, for the government ships, have been
made in Britjany, and that some of the Nantes
merchants, bolder than the rest, who are dis-
posed to freight their vessels, find it diﬁicuh: to
obtain crews.
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It would be jumping to a conelusion to argue
hence that the nation is intent on war. All 1
would infer is, that the French government
wishes to be prepared in case of need, and wo
to the governmeiit that does not! Of one thing,
however, rest assured, that whatever efforts may
be made by the Admiralty scribes to keep the
people of England in the dark, the readers of
The Times shall at least know what is doing in
the ports of France. In a spirit of fairness, I
ought to mention that no levies of any amount
have been made here, and none at all either
at St. Malo or St. Servan, where there are
4000 sailors at leadt, including ships’ car-
penters.

On"the other hand, J ought to mention that
some naval promotions have taken place in this
place, and that on Tuesﬁay next the Commissary
of the Marine will receive tenders for the follow-
ing articles for the use of the gavy :— 7000 kilo-
grammes of Dutch clreest ; 3008 kilogrammes of
Carolina rice; 6000 kilogrammes of Haytian
eoﬁ"e;,46000 kilogrammes of Bourbon sugar.
It is_a part of the tonditions that these articles
shall be delivered in a very . brief interval.
I should also mention to you, thay large orders
for navy pork are now executing at Morlaix, and
for salted butter at Rennes. Of about forty-six
steamers belonging to this port and that of Hon-
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fleur, I am informed that there are not above
half-a-dozen among them realising profits; so
that, in the event of war, it may be presumed
that thirty at the least could easily be placed at
the disposal of the government. I give you the
names of the most considerable among them :—
The Havre, the Amsterdam, the Hambygrg, the
Morlaisien, the Gironde, the Normandie, &ec.
These vessels, in beauty of form and rigging,
rcsemble those of Bordeaux, and I must say,
are kept wonderfully clean; so clean, indeed,

that one who has been accustomed to tfle French
ports in the Mediterrantan would almost doubt
that these vessels belongéd to the same flag, or
to the same nation. °*I need not tell you, that.
twenty years ago Nantes was renowned Yor send-
ing out the quickest sailing vessels; but since the
more general introdudlion of steam, 1 believe
Havre must bear off the bell. Thewe would, 1
conceive, if war was declared to-morrow, be no
want of vessefs, whether steam or otherwise;
but, as an old and candid licutenant en pied re-
marked to me to-day, ¢ Ce ne sont point en géné-
ral les vaisscauz qui manfuent ce sont les bons
marins pour les morter.” The question, however,
of whether gpod sailors are to be had in sufficient
quantity, and if so, whether they would be found
adroit in manceuvring steam-boats, is too large to
enter on incidentally. At a future and no distant
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period I shall discuss it, giving you, not only the
results of my own observation, but the experience
of others far more qualified to judge. I may,
however, remark, en passant, that within the last
ten years immense progress has been made in the
naval education of.the French. I remember well
the time when the sight and smoke of a steamer
used to scare away a French sailor, but now they
manage these matters far better, aud skippers,
sailors, and helmsmen, give and execute their
orders, if not with neatness and precision, at
least without that thundering shout and split-
ear scream which was 'so insufferably detestable
in the olden time.

The pilots, too, of this and other ports, are
younger and more intelligent than they used to
be; and this service, so necessary to the navy
and commerce, receives and deserves in the
division of; pilote hauturier, or sea pilot, pilote
cotier, or coasting pilot, pilote pratique, or harbour
or river pilot, every encouragement from the go-
vernment. Instead of screwing down these popr
fellows to the last farthing, as our Board of Trade
wanted to do with the Deal and Dover men; in-
stead of taking the bread out of their mouths, and
depr:vmg of them of subsistence, they are re-
warded on every occasion on which their services
merit distinction, both by the government and
-the merchants. When I mentioned the substance
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of the correspondence between the Duke of Wel-
lington, as Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, and
the Lords of the Treasury, concerning the Cinque
Port pilots, neither naval nor commercial men
here would credit the fact. ¢ Why, your go-
vernment must be mad,” said an American cap-
tain, who was present at the conversation. ¢ * In
addition to his other claims on his country, that
great and sagacious-minded man must now be
called the sailor’s as well as the soldier’s friend.”

The Amsterdam steamer arrived here from
St. Petershurg yesterday, which capital She left
on the 2d of the present*month. Among the
passengers were the Vicomte d’Archiac and the
Vicomte Gerard, the son®f the Marshal. These
gentlemen are attached to the French mission 1n
Persia, and travelled overland to St. Petersburg.
The first thing the young®Gerard learned on his
arrival here was the successful stratagetyc move-
ment of his father two days before. In the
afternoon both these genslemen started for Paris.
I had an opportunity of conversing with both of
them for a few moments. Gerard is a fine, frank
youny fellow, of about five-andstwenty. He gives
a deplorable account of the state of Persia. His
companion is more silent and reserved. I be-
lieve the Emperor of Russia treated the young
Gerard with some consideration, and abstained
from the standing Imperial joke, Comment se va
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t'il, citoyen Francais? in which he is wont to
indulge towards all Frenchmen, great and little.

.. The general opinion at St. Petersbrrg was
- that peace would not be interrupted. Two
attachés of the French Legation at Ispahan had
‘taken the route by 8yria, in which they expe-
rienced great difficulties.
* The Jourrnal du Havre o?is day publishes
a letter addressed to the editor &f that paper,
by M. Eyries, mayor of Graville I'Heure, en-
closing a communication made to the mayor
by the' Lieutenant-Colonel Engineer-in-Chief, A.
Dupont, to the effeet that from the 10th of
September the Dircctor of Fortifications had
announced to the Preéfect of the Lower Seine,
that ‘all buildings constructed within certain
military zones would, if necessary, be pulled
-down, in conformity ‘with the 37th article of
the royel ordinance of August 1, 1821, in order
to ‘the better defence of any military or naval
position. In accordamce with this notification,
I perceived to-day that workmen are engaged in
repairing the draw-bridges and in deepening the
Josse. Add to this, that all the points on the
coast are mow undergoing inspeetion. I will
not bence conclude that Havre Js about to be
put in & state of defence; but I think, under
existing WMnm, these precautions evince

a seasonsble ‘and- proper vigilance. England,
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without exhibiting either jealousy or alarm;
should be vigilant too. The legal maxim may
well be applied to military and naval operations
— Vigilantibus non dormientibus subvenit lex.
From these facts the readers of The Times will
draw their own conclusions. 1 do not pretend
to draw either inferences or deductioms. I
merely rclate facts.

The merckants of this town are loud in their
complaints against the post-office. It appears
from one statement published by the organ of
the merchants, that the bag containing the letters
from the departments and maritime tgwns, as
well as from Havre, for New York, was, by some
neglect of the post-office® authorities, not put on
board in proper time, and that the consehuence
was, it was left behind. It was only two hours
after the departure of the Grand Turk that this
mistake was discovered. It appears ghat this
steamer receives nothing for the carriage of this
mail-bag, thougl? the pestwflice has a profit of
60 centimes on each letter, and, therefore, insists
that all letters shall go through their hands.
Under these circumstances, she merchants con-
tend that, coute qui coute, the post ought to have
forwarded these letters by special express. The
post, however,>declined this alternative, and last
night (Friday) the merchants determined to send:
off a special express, 5o as to be in time for. the
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Great ‘Western at Bristol this afternoon. The
post-office authorities allege, that the Grand
Turk started two hours before the time adver-
tised ; but the merchants rejoin, * As we knew
‘that, and sent our letters in good season, so you
should have put them aboard.”

TRough I have spoken of the steamers of this
port, I have not given you any details as to the
wages of captains and seamen. The former re-
ceive from 150f. to 200f. & month, with a pre-
mium of five per cent on the cargo, together
with wihe and a table; and the latter from 50f.
to 55f. a month. Engineers receive from 300f.
to 400f. per month ; esstokers from 200f. to 250f.
American sailors in tlsis port easily obtain 15
dollarg per month, equivalent to about 3 guineas
of our money. All this you will perceive is
better pay, considering the relative prices of
England,and France, than is obtained by ¢ poor
Jack” at home, Ship-carpenters gain 4f., 5f., 8f.,
and 10f. per day, acgording toetheir merit; but,
on the other hand, house-rent is very dear in this
part .of Normandy, and so are provisions. Or-
dinary carpenters, and the common run of arti-
ficers ordinarily earn about 3f. daily, or 18f. per
‘week. .

. The first Soirée Scientifique ‘de Magnetisme
Animal of a Dr. Laurent was given on Wednes-
dsy night. . The room was crowded with specta-
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tors, and I should think the charlatan must
have at least pocketed 20l. on the occasion clear
profit.« The audience were for the most part
incredulous at first, and a French surgeon com-
bated the propositions of the mountebank suc-
cessfully enough for a short time; but as Lau-
rent was the younger, the more voluble, aud the
more audacious, he achieved at length a victory
by the united force of tongue and lungs. A
young English doctor then entered the lists
against him, but he was so little of a French-
man that he could not explain that the pulse of
one of the magnetised patients was 84!

En revanche Laurent called from the middle
of the room a still yomnger Englishman, who
had followed his course at Rouen, with thousta-
chios and flowing hair, who vouched that the
" doctor had made a paralgtic subject walk.

Finally, the soirée was terminated hy the fol-
lowing dramatic scene, which I take literally
from the programme —

‘“ La somnambule présentera des fleurs aux dames,
quelque soit la place qu’elles occupent.

¢ Une personne de ’'auditoire sera transformée en mi-
roir magnétique et la somnambule se mirera dedans en
faisant se toilette.

‘¢ La soirée sera terminée par un sujet dansant la Po-
lichinelle au son du violin et parfaitement en mesure, par
l’energlque volonté du magnetiseur.”’
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People at length walked out, thinking a great
part of what they had seen mere quackery, but
very much wondering at the remaindery which
appeared to them inexplicable.

A propos of magnetisers, Dr. Elliotson * arrived
here yesterday, on his way to Paris.

The Duke of Devonshire leaves this, I believe,
in the beginning or middle of next week.

* Far am I from instituting any comparison between
this able and accomplished physician and the Gallic
mountebank. Having been under the care of Dr. E.
for more than six months, I am in a condition to speak
of his skill, science, and rare professional attainments.
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The Designation of Ports Militaires.— Difficulty of ob-
taining angfintrance. — Louis XVI. —Commencement
of the Works at Cherbourg. — Deseription of the Port,
Intrenched Camp, and Vessels on the Stocks.— Aug-
mentation of Marine Artillery. — Extension gf the In-
scription Maritime.— Rigging of the Calypso.—The
Digue. — Incorporation of she Classes of 1836 and 1839
into the Army.—The Rondatead of Cherbourg —The
Stocks.—Vessels in a statg of Preparation.—The Forges
and Founderies.—Progress of the French Navy.—The
Rope-walk, — Martial Genius of the People.

Sept. ¥6, 1840, aboard the Yacht.

I nmave been between Courseule and éhis place
for two days, and landed at Cherbourg yesterday.
In passing Fecathp, I hady of course, heard va-
rious rumours of the preparations going on in
this town; but, deeming them to be in great part
exaggerated, I gave not to them that heed and
attention which the importance of the subject
and the reality of the facts merited. You have
doubtless heard from your correspondent in the
capital of the general orders despatched from
the seat of government to fortify the whole of the
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coast; and I can assure you, from actual inspec-
tion, that, as far as relates to the north and

north-west of France, these orders are beibg exe-

cuted with a promptitude, a perseverance, and a

vigour, which I little expected. That profound and

philosophic statesman, Burke, in his * Thoughts

on a Regicide Peace,” observes, that if the French

be remarkable for one thing more than another,

it is for the intensity of their apphicatiou when

they have a great purpose in view; and never

did I seg more occasion to testify to the truth of
this remark, than from what has come under my

own obsgrvation since ‘my arrival in this. “La

France n'est qu'un soldat,” says Chateaubriand,

in one of those felicitofis bursts, of which the

truth is not greater than the eloquence; and cer-

tainly the man the most disposed to question this
proposition of the poet®and orator, would have
admitted cits truth and applicability* yesterday,

bad he witnessed, as I did, the operations going

on in the Port Militaire. *

You are aware that the designation ports
militaires is applicable only to five French ports
—namely, Cherbourg, Brest, L'Orient, Roche-
fort, and Toulon; and that the words are equi-
valent to our arsenals and dockyards, as the towns
may be taken to be the French eounterpam of
Portsmouth, Plymouth, Sheerness, and Wool-
wich.. My first effort on arriving here was, of
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course, to see the docks and arsenal ; but during
the last eight days all strangers are prohibited
from entering, unless a formal demand in writing
is made by the consul of the nation to which the
individual applicant belongs. Nor is this rigour
extended alone to strangers. Native Frenchmen
are not permitted to enter, unless they come pro-
vided with a recommendation signed by two in-
habitants of.the town. I will not trouble you
with the difficulties 1 had in obtaining an entrée;
suffice it to say, I gained my object, in acceding
to the condition that I should be accompinied by
a gend’arme—a condition, by the way, which se-
veral Englishmen have, more punctiliotisly than
praiseworthily, rejected during the past week.
You are aware that the works on & grand
scale commenced at this port under the reign of
Louis XVI., to whom, as I in a former letter re-
marked, the French navy are so much indebted,
and which were continued under the Imperial
Government, were in g great degree suspended
during the Restoration. The Revolution of 1830,
however, gave an impetus to the French navy,
which the prudent and saggcious monarch who
now ¢¢ feigns and governs,” was not slow to
second. 1 had not been here since the year
1827, when %he Henry IV., of 110 guns, was
placed on the stocks, and the progress which has
"been made in the last ten or twelve years asto-
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nished me not a little. Cherbourg is now a town
of first-rate importance as a place de guerre and
port militaire.

- With an open channel at the embouckure of
the Divelle, it incloses within the circle of its
vast bay Cape Levi on the east, and Cape La
Hogue on the west. The two ports, the one for
the m’litary, the other for the mercantile, marine,
are entirely separated from each othgr. They are
defended by an intrenched camp, composed of
eight redoubts. The government dock and arse-
nal, opened in 1813, is situated to the north-west
of the town, and is dgfended by a bastion and
fosse, pattially dry, dug out of a rock, called the
Galet. Here, even at Jow water, vessels find
twenty~five feet water, and thirty sail of the line
may ride in safety. In 1833, several cales de
construction, or slips or gtocks for first-rate men-
of-war, were finished, and in one of these now
lies the Friedland, three-decker, of 120 guns;
two others are occupied by twbfrigates, one the
Calypso, of 84, and the other of 64 guns, while
in the fourth lies a gabarre, or store-ship. All
these vessels will be ready for sea, and in com-
mission, by the 15th of October. It is therefore
no marvel that the marine artillery has been
augmented from 1367 to 2014 mén, giving an
increase of 647 men; or that the effective force
of the marine is raised from 10,963 to 15,809,
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giving an increase of 4846 men. Nor is this all ;
for T believe a plan is now in contemplation, and
may be possibly in execution before the end of
the week, to extend what is called the ** Inscrip-
tion Maritime,” not only to the mariniers des
rivieres, or watermen, but to the marins caboteurs,
or those engaged in the coasting trade. By an-
other ordinance of the 31st of August, fifty new
companies ate ordered to be formed for ships of
war, which are to be thus distributed : —twelve
at Cherbourg, nine at Brest, six at L’Orignt, five
at Rochefort, and eighteen at Toulon. In con-
sequence of this augmenlation, the nymber of
permanent men-of-war’s companies, which was
altogether 120, giving anf effective of 12,360 men,
will henceforth be 170, presenting an effective of
20,400 men.

It is also quite true, ad you have been, perhaps,
by your Paris correspondent already einformed,
that the naval contingent of the class of 1839 are
ordered to join their cofps*from this very 15th of
September on which I write. When I tell you that
the rigging of one of the frigates which I saw yester-
day (the Calypso) is finished, and the rigging of the
Friedland, of 120 guns, has actually commenced,
you, as well gs your readers, will judge whether
these are mere demonstrations, ** full of sound and
fary, and signifying nothing;” or whether they
are but the prelude to that most dreadful of all

c2
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calamities, which we all deprecate, and which
sane men will do their utmost to prevent. Mean-
time is it not right to inquire what the Elfiot and
Minto clique are doing about our navy? Is

¢“ The flag that’s braved a thousand years
The battle and the breeze”

to be frailed in the dust by hungry Scotch adven-
turers? It will not do to say the French fleet is
a mere ‘ pasteboard fleet,” as was truly but un-
wisely said of the Russian, for the ships which 1
have seen are as well built, and will be nearly, I
will not say as well, manceuvred as though they
were manned by thosg ¢ hearts of oak” formerly
the pride and glory of England, now the step-
childrep of Admiralty officials.

I should also tell you, that these armaments
are not confined to mege military preparations,
as you will see by the advertisement of which 1
send you % copy, and which has been affixed, in
all the permanency of the largest print, on the
walls within and without the town :—

¢ OUVERTURE DES TRAVAUX DE FORTIFICA-
TION DU PORT,DE MILITAIRE DE CHER-
BOURG.
¢ AVIS AUX OUVRIERS,

“ Les ouvriers terrassiers sont préven®s, qu’s partir de
¢e moment, ceux qui voudraient se faire inéerire pour les
travaux de fortification du port militeire, pour se présenter
chez M. Le Jéal de Hacouville, Rue de la Comédie,
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¢ Les ateliers sont ouverts en ce moment pour les ter-
rassiers; les macons et charpentiers sont incessamment
mis eneactivité.”

In consequence of this notification some hun-
dreds of workmen have presented themselves,
and all bave received instant employment. A
large steamer is in constant communica#ion be-
tween the town and what is called the ¢ Digue,”
and has beéen perpctually employed, not only in
carrying out workmen, but also guun-carriages,
which are to be mounted and placed on_the fort,
which is guarded night and day by national
guards belonging to the® Travaux Hydrauligues.
Cherbourg is, therefore,’in one perpetual din
from morning till nigt. What with the exer-
cising and reviewing of soldiers, the arrival Jof
marine recruits, the working of forges, the blast-
ing of granite rocks, ®the raising of mounds,
bastions, counterscarps, and other ‘‘eengines of
war, dire and hogrible,” there is no rest or repose
for the wearied ‘strange} who tarries within these
gates; and, while I write, I learn that the Nor-
man and Bretoun jargon of hundreds of discordant
voices which I hear around e screaming horribly
in thin treble, is to be mellowed into deeper
diapason by the more sonorous barytone bawling
of 2000 refugee Spaniards, who are forthwith to
- be put into activity on the public works; so that
the French public is pretty much now in the con-
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dition of the bourgeois gentilkomme, in whose name
junketings of all sorts are profnsely ordered by
one who takes the whip hand over him, But for
which the said bourgeois has in the end -ingvitably
to pay. ¢ C’est Monsieur qui Pordonne (says the
bourgeois, plaintively), mais, Grand Dieu! c’est
moi gk paye.”” A day of reckoning will also in-
evitably come for these brave, nimble, but. toe
susceptible Gauls, and then, too, the§ will find to
their cost, «“ C’est Monsieur Thiers qui Uordonne,
mais, Grand Dieu! c'est nous qui payons.” Al-
ready, indeed, is this in part felt in the parts of
the countyy which I have visited, for the incor-
poration into the army of the young soldiers of
the classes of 1836 and 1839 has raised the
eﬁ'ectwe force to an amount far beyond the capa-
c:ty of barracks and quarters; and the result is,
that this bellicose, but fnost frugal and thrifty
nation, will be obliged to afford billets to about
56,000 men and 20,000 horses., For the men, I
need not tell you that it® is not’a little that will
satisfy them ; and as to the horses, they must
fare as they best can. Add to these expenses the
additional cost of 108 new capitaines de vaisseau
and of 200 new capitaines de corvette, of addi-
tional é/éves at all the marine schools, of 10,000
additional sailors, and, perhaps, as many more
workmen and artificers, and you will have a bill
very much calculated to givé certain economic



ROADSIEAD OF CERERSOURG, * - 37,

twinges - resembling .rheumatic. .gout to Joseph
Hume, -hut for which, at .all events, France and
Erenchimen will bave a navy calculated, as they
hope and believe, to. cause their name and nation
to be respected. :

-To  return, however, to the description of the
Port Militaire, The dockyard is surrounded, as
in our country, with magazines, storehouses, and
buildings, all dedicated to the service of the state.
The basin, as I before stated, is capable of con-
taining thirty sail of the line, and vesgpls can
come in and go out either at ebb or flow, there
being sufficient water to keep them pegpetually
afloat. Nor is the commercial port, frequented
by coasting vessels, less® admirable, for 1t offers
almost in every respect similar adv antages The
roadstead affords capital anchorage in the offing.
It is protected by three®forts—the Fort Royal,
that of the Island of Pelée, and Fort Aetois, and
is enclosed by a dike of 1933 toises in length, and
at 2000 toises from the thoath of the harbour. -

On this part of the subject I shall have to
enter more at length in subsequent letters; but
to-day the imperious necessity of making you
acquainted with the cales de construction, or stocks,
and the ateliers ces forges, des machines fonderie et
corderie, or forges, machine workshops, founderies,
and ropewalks, compels me to abandon all other
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subjects. The cales are four in number, and each
of 117 metres in length ; their height 26 metres.
The building of each cost 520,000f.

In addition to the vessels preparing for com-
mission, of which I made mention in a former
part of this letter, there are the Diomed, of 90
guns ® the Ajax, of 100; and the Henry IV., on
which the carpenters for the moment have ceased
to work, in order to prepare with greater promp-
titude the Friedland, the Calypso, and the smaller
frigate galready rigged. There is also a stock for
repeiring, careening, and thorough -careening,
which in nautical term’s means heaving the ship’s
keel out, as parliament heeling or boot-topping
means half careening. *The equivalent French
term for this Attic of the ocean is cale de redoud
et de carénage. This latter doek is of the form of
a ship, and vessels come into it at full tide. It
is then shut by a bateau porte, or water-wicket,
and pumped dry by a steam pumping-machine,
when the redoub, or inJack-Tar phrase the re-
pair, and speaking of the ship’s timbers and
planks, commences. This dock is 74 metres
long, 28 in breadth, and is 8 metres deep. It
was commenced in 1811, and finished in 1813,
and cost 571,100 francs.

The forges and founderies of Cherbourg are
the children of the July revolution. They were
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commenced in 1831, and finished in 1832 and
1833; and here it was, as well as in the rope-
welk, ‘that I traced, certainly with surprise_
though without dread, the astomshmg progress
which this persevering, ingenious, industrious,
excitable, and most valiant people, have made
since 1830. If the English nation need®d any
stimulus to exertion, here it lies in the fiery bosom
of these forges If they are to maintain, as they
ever have maintained, and as I pray to God they
ever may maintain, the dominion of thg seas—
if they are to *‘ride on the whirlwind” and to
““direct the storm” of thé ocean—if they are to
protect the weak and to chastise the strong —if
they are to guard their own firesides, their * lares
et penates,” as they have hitherto guarded them,
against foreign foes — if they are to maintain, as
they ought, the ¢ right of search,” for which they
fought and bled bravely and profusel—if they
are to sustain, as they ought and must, the mare
clausum of the great and*learned John Selden,
they will take heed in time, and not ‘“sleep the
slamber of the sluggard.” Above all things, they
will cast away from them thode men who sacrifice
the * wooden walls of old England” to miserable
savings of cheese-parings and candle-ends; for
this is & time and season when the French marine
strides on rapidly—ay, @ pas de géant—and if we
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stand still, most assuredly we are undone. Here
in these ateliers are 12 double fires, and vzhat is
called ““ un grand feu avec martinet,” which sig-
nifies an immense hammer and anvil, moved by
steam machinery, as perfect and as -regular as
any thing one could see in the manufactories of
Leeds®Birmingham, or Manchester.

Here I must break off for the present; but
permit me in conclusion to say, that the ropewalk
for the manufactory of cables exceeds in length
and in the number of workmen any thing I have
seen in England. I should say, at a rongh guess
there wege at this morhent close upon 500 men
and boys employed in thls, the greater part at
from 40 sous to 3 francs per day.

They are all sailors in one sense of the word,
but, as if to shew how the martial genius, bent,
and tendency of this exfraordinary people, over-
bears and® obliterates the naval specialité, all the
complex evolutions of the cordeme were performed
by beat of drum to thbse popular and inspiriting
airs, which, to use a phrase of Milton, would
create (in a Frenchman’s breast at least) *“ a soul
under the ribs of 8eath.” Though I am not
ashamed to confess that I am like the Figaro of
Beaumarchais, rusé, rasé, blusé, and, therefore the
- reverse of enthusiastic, yet as I paced down these
noble covered allies, and saw the glistening eye;
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and heard the martial song, and the loud beat of
drum, I caught a portion of that enthusiasm,
which is in some sense communicable and electric,
and I said to myself, in going out in a torrent of
rain, ‘“ Would to Heaven that we had some one
to take care of the navy of old England!” You
will say ‘‘Amen” to my fervent aspiration, In
my next I shall, perhaps, specak more at large of
the French navy.
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Activity reigning in the Port of Cherbourg.—Peace and
War.—Parties for and against.—Former Exports from
Cherbourg.—Trade to Chandernagore, Isle of Bourbon,
&c. — Exports, Imports, and loading Trade. —Cher-
bourg the Hotel of the French Channel.—Anthal Ex-
port of Eggs. ——(‘ustom—house Duties.—Outlay on the
Digue.—Increase in the Naval Estimates, —New Pre-
paration of Mess Beef. — Authorities at Cherbourg. —
The Maritime Prefect Adnfiral Martineng, —The Com-
missary of the Marine, M. de la Gatinerie.— Rank and
Authority of these Functionaries,—Importation of Lead®
—OvensalaWilkinson.—Pgeparations forWar.—System
of Munnmg the Navy.—Fresh Contracts for the Service

—Iniprovement in Agriculture.—Abbé St. ® Pierre. —
—Abbé Beauvais._

Sept. 17, 1840,
My last letter will have given you some idea
of the activity which reigns m this port, and of
the public works which are in course of ex-
ecution. 1n t\xe present 1 will say a few words
on the dxepoutxons and feelings of the inhabitants.
I believe that the very enlightened few who live
in this town and its environs are sincerely desirous
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of peace, but the artisans, the workmen, the
small shopkeepers, and the great mass of the
lower orders, would not be sorry to see wir break
out anew. This, though at first sight it may
appear extraordinary, is not after all so much to
be wondered at. In a time of war, or of prepar-
atiomfor war, the whole of the population is em-
ployed, and gaining money. The ports militaires
are places of entrepbt and trandmission, and
thousands of the working classes, the most
numerous in every nation, gain their bread by the
production, the transportation, and the fabrica-
tion of articles whicheare always needed when a
rupture of the peacé is imminent. Besides, it
should always be remédmbered that this is not a
commerclal town, but a great arsenal, and’ the
small share of commerce which it had formerly
has generally not incrased, and in some parti-
culars has notably diminished. For imstance,
there was formerly a very copsiderable tonnage
engaged in the whale *and cdd-fisheries, which
fisheries are now, as far as relates to Cherbourg,
totally abandoned. At the period, too, when
France had colonial possessions of some impor-
tance in the West Indies, there was a great ex-
portation of mules from Cher’bourg ; but now,
having nothing but Martinique, Guadaloupe, and
Mariegalante, this commerce is necessarily much
diminished. The trade to Chandernagore, the
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Isle of Bourbon, and the Indian Ocean, always
inconsiderable, is monopolised by Marseilles and
Bordeayx ; while that of Guiana, Goree, Senegal,
St. Pierre, and Miquelon, as well as the great
American commerce, falls to the lot of Havre.
Cherbourg, instead therefore of being a port of
export, is in reality a port of comsumption.,, On
an average of the last few years the exportations
have been made in 60 French bottoms, amounting
in measurement to 2250 tons, while the impor-
tations have been made in 66 foreign vessels,
averaging a measnrement of 20,000 tons® The
value of articles imported in French bottoms
amounts on an average to 75,000f.; while the
imports in foreign ships, represents a value of
1,230,000f.

The annual value of the exports, in which 320
vessels are engaged, mepsuring in the whole
5500 tons, amounts to 1,900,000f.

The coasting trade of Cherbourg employs
about 14 vessels, ,bf 1300 tons, manned by 80
secamen. The smaller coasting trade employs -
from 100 to 110 vessels, of 3500 tons, which
are manned by 445 men. '

There are 92 fishing vessels, wlose crews
amount to 370 men, and the produce of whose
industry represents so small a sum as 60,000f.
The number of vessels annually entering “the
port is about 1600. Two-thirds of this number
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run in here, ‘however, as a mere harbour of
refnge which caused Vauban to say that ¢ Cher-
bourg was the hotel of the French Channel.”
" No inconsiderable portion of the exports are to
 ‘England ; of one article, I mean eggs, you will be
amazed at the annual exportation. The quantity
of e sent to London alone amounts in value
to more than 1,000,000f. per year.
The custom-house duties are as follows : —

Francs.

1st. On importations........ 93,000

2d. On exportations........ 22,000
8d. Le Droit et demi-droit de

' tonnage. ............. 52,500

Total.............. 167,500

. Now, all these sums sink into insignificance
in master of receipt and disbursement when com-
oared with the outlay in the arsenal in time of
war, coupled with thg sums which have been
within a few years expended in completing the
Digue. From 1819 to 1837 there was disbursed
.on these public wgrks no “less & .sum than

.1,700,000f. In the budget of 1838 a further sum
of 600,000f. was granted ; and it is estimated that

800,000f. additiongl will be required at the least
for the completion of the harbour and its de-
pendencies.

When, therefore, 1 tell you that the inheabi-
. tants are only 20,000 in number, that 15,000 at
least among them are daily labourers; that there
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is little foreign trade and no manufactures worth .
speaking of ; that they are very nearly as obsti-
nate, as” narrow-minded, and litigious' as their
ancestors were a century ago (for the proverb
says, Processif comme un Normand, or Guerre au
Normand, to designate disputatiousness); that
they are often sottish, and occasionally sulien;
that they live on barley-bread and buckwheat
porridge, with a bit of pork about once in the
week—you will not be surprised that one should
occasionally find among them a fool who thinks
his own condition would be bettered if all his,
neighbours were engaged in fisty cuffs, he *“ knows
not why and cares not wherefore.” It is after
all, however, very immaierial how beings so
wholly null and unintelligent think and’ feel.
I merely advert to the patent desire for war as
one fact which strikes the passing stranger, and
which might be tortured into a kind of popular
opinion, prevalent through the whole country,
if it were not explained and -accounted for from
extrinsic and other circumstances. There is,
however, some excuse for these poor peasants.
Their opinions are altogether traditionary; and
when it is remembered that our countrymen
twice set fire to the town, and in 17568, just §2
years ‘ago, oompletely sacked it, levying contri-~
butions at right and at left, it is not wonderful
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that time has not altogether extinguished a hatred
which heretofore burnt more fiercely.

There is also considerable excuse to' be made
for subordinate employés in the dock-yards (whose
opinions are certainly bellicose), when 1 tell you,
that in the Marine Budget for the present year,
in the estimate of Edifices fondé a Terre ¢ a la
Mer, I find an increase in the estimate of
30,000,000f. — (Compte Matériel de la Marine,
session 1840.) The following is the actual value
of provisions at this moment in store here:—
Wheat comprising flour, biscuit, &c., 43,459f. ;
‘mess beef and otheremeat, in barrels and other-
wise, 213,470f. ; adsaisonnements, 6957f. ; wood,
candles, and oil, 3071f.; small objects, 3963f.;
makihg a total of 270,922f. The amount of
the wages of the waorkmen at Cherbourg in the
lust budget was 461237f., making a total of
317,159f.

The mess beef and mutton in this estimate is
now prepared at Morlaix By a new chemical
process. I should like much to know whether
Lord Minto, who gained an usenviable notoriety
in correcting the prosody of Sir Walter Scott,
is aware of this process, a subject far more
material to England and to the First Lord of
the Admiralty, than all the dactyles and spon-
dees whieh might be culled by the most perfect
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prosodian out of the thesaums of old Henry
Stevens.
" The thief authorities here are the Contre-
Admiral commanding, who is also Maritime
Prefect, and - the Commissaire - General of the
Marine. The Rear-Admiral is M. de Martineng,
who formerly performed these high functfons
at/Toulon; and I am bold enough to say that no
sovereign in Europe possesses a more able, a
more intelligent, or a more admirable adminis-
trator. Of the blandest and most wigning
manners, easy, approachable, frank, and com-
municative, Monsieur le Countre-Admiral e Mar-
tineng unites to these gentl.e, fascivating, and
social qualities, the highesf scientific attainments
#»-his honourdble profession. I have rarely met
a.man with whom I was so captivated; * Il
a plus que tout le mond® lesprit que tout le
monde a.” This excellent public servaht was
for some years a prigoner in England. He spent
eleven months at Tiverton, #nd the rest of the
time at Stapleton, near Bristol. He does mnot
forget, in his prosperity, the attentions he received
from the Duke of Beaufort aid others during
his captivity‘in’ England. '
The  Commissary-General of the Marine is
M. le Baron de la Gatinerie, who, as well as the:
admiral, is a native of the south of France. As
an administrator he has no rival; and I believe
D
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him to be now one of the most experienced public
servants attached to the marine. In times of ur-
gency, the Restoration as well as the Revolution
have taken counsel of him. He was here in
1827, when the Duchess d’Angouléme was at
Cherbourg ; in 1830, when Charles X. bade a
findl adieu to the land of his birth; and he has
been within the last fortnight removed from Ba-
yonne to this place, because of his immense ex-
perience and extensive knowledge. He is beloved
by ajl classes, high and low. Though only of
middle age, he is altogether of the vieille rocke,
and gives one the idéa, as well as the admiral, of
what old Brantome calls a trés digne et moult par-
Jait cavalier. Sir Philip Sydney perhaps ex-

, presses the idea more intelligibly, at least to an
Englishman, when he describes such a being as
possessing ¢ lofty thoughts, seated in a heart of
honouf and courtesy.”

The maritime prefect is always either a vice-
admiral (vice-amirdl qui por;e le pavillon quarré
au grand mat) or a rear-admiral (contre-amiral
qui porte le pavillon quarré au mat d’artimon).
His functions cortespond with those of port-admi-
ral in England. The maritime prefects receive,
when not employed at sea, 18,000f. or 720.. per
annum ; and there are extra allowances, which
amount occasionally to about 17,000f, additional.

To the commissary-general of marine, some-
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what similar to our commissioner-resident at
Portsmouth, is intrusted the supervision, audit,
and control of all that is going on within the
dockyards ; and you may judge of the responsi-
bility which weighs on his shoulders, when I state
to you the value of the matériel of the marine at
present in these establishments at Cherbourg. In
the hospitals, 173,769f. ; in provisions of all sorts,
386,553f. ; in naval materials, 25,279,683f. ; in
marine artillery, 3,771,961f.; in travauz hy-
drauliques, and buildings for the use of clerks,
83,545,492f. ; in scientific objects, such as maps,
plans, and instruments, 18,838f.; making asgrand
total of 113,176,296f. There is not an anchor,
ground-tackle, yard, sail-bfock rigger, spar, sail,
bolt, or calking-iron, of which he must not be
“able to render an account; and I must admit the
system of control and comptabilité is strict and
admirable.

While I am recapntulatmg these warlike ma-
terials, I may as well state to you that a portion
of a vast quantity of lead, in pigs, shipped from
England to Havre by steam, has beeu recently
transferred here. It is recorded of the Dutch,
that they sold to Louis XIV. gunpowder, with
which he blew yp their own towns. I will not
say that the English are so ¢ fat-witted” as to do
this, bat it is, nevertheless, within the range of
possibility that this lead may be used against us.
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I should also state to you, that all the vessels
now fitting out here are furnished thh ovens
@ la Wilkinson, doubtless manufactured in some
part of England.* The cannons which have been
recently transported hither from the forges and
founderies of La Chassaude, Ruelle, Nevers, &c.,
are so constructed that matches are no longer
necessary. The piece is now discharged by the
striking of a hammer—a contrivance, presenting
at the same moment safety and celerity.

The preparations for this war, which most
probably will never take place, are carried on
with unceasing activity. Since I last wrote, the
cutter Levrier, commanded by a liextenant de
vaisseau, has arrived here from Havre. The
weather has been most stormy, wet, and bois-
terous; but, nevertheless, the labours at the Digue
and dockyards went on without interruption. In
the fofmer case it was so much time and trouble
lost; for the wind and waves have carried away
all that had been‘ done on these days, and for
some days before. Though the gales have ceased
to-day, and the sun shines out warmly, the en-
gineers are wise' enough, after the experience of
Monday, not to recommence operations; nor will
they, I believe, till Monday next, when the waters

* These ovens, I have since ascertained, are manufac-
tured in France.
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will be -calm, and the swell have, it is hoped,
ceased.

The levies of sailors continue with unceasing
vigour. They are now extended from those who
have served three, to those who have served four
years; and in the immediate quarter of Cher-
bourg, all the aspirants to the rank of maitref au
cabotage, or captains of coasting vessels, as well
as the aspirants to capitaines au long cours, or for
long voyages, are included. This is without pa-
rallel in the annals of Cherbourg.

You are aware that the system established by
the National Convention for manning the navy
still exists. A register is kept, in which the name
of every citizen is inserted Who is desirous of en-
tering the naval service. From ten to fifteen,
boys serve as ¢ mousses,” or cabin-boys. Above
fifteen, they are called “ fovices;” and any no-
vice or mousse who has made a voyage of six
months, and passed, the examination, is an ‘¢ as-
pirant,” or candidate for promotion. Any one,
eighteen years of age, who has made two long
voyages, or who has served two years on board a
ship, or in the fisheries, or who has been eighteen
months at sea, is liable to the conscription; but it
has never, as now, been extended to those who
have served four years. Those included in the
naval conscription are exempt from every other
public service, except that of the government
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naval service,' employment in marine arsenals,
or as national guards. Volunteer seamen are
employed in preference to conscripts.” If the
number of volunteers falls short of the contingent
required, the deficiency is supplied by a draught
from the register.

he maritime districts are divided into quar-
ters, and the sailors in these quarters distributed
into four classes :—

1. The unmarried.

% Widowers without children.

3. Married men without children.

4.eMarried men with children.

The second class are not called on to serve
until the first are found insufficient, and the
same rule applies to the third and fourth classes.
Sailors of fifty are exempt from serving in a
king’s ship or in the aYsenals. By a law of 1832,
seamer® engaged in the whale-fishery are ex-
empted from the conscription. The pensions
allowed to all seanfen; officers, and men, is half
the amount of their full pay, after twenty-five
years’ actual service on board a king’s ship, mer-
chant vessel, or®in a port militaire. There is
also an allowance called solde de retraite, which
is granted after twenty-five years’ service in the
royal navy, six of which must have been at sea.

With regard to équipages de ligne, important
ameliorations bave been introduced by establish-
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ing a distinct body of seamen called compagnies
permanentes de la marine. This body is divided
into separate corps. Each corps is composed of
a permanent staff and four companies, and both
the staff and the companies have been recently
increased.* I am, however, exceeding the limit
which I proposed to myself, and I must, with
your permission, recur to the subject in my next
letter.

I have written to you so much on the subject
of the navy, that you must allow me to conclude
this part of the subject by stating that a*fresh
contract is advertised for to the following effect : —
12,000 kilogrammes of oil, 4000 kilogram;nes of
white lead, 4000 kilogramumes of white wool for
mattresses, and 4000 kilogrammes of horsehair
for a similar purpose.

Agriculture is decidedly improving in this
part of Normandy. The potato is noy much
cultivated where buck was formerly sown; and
much of the small potatoes, a3 well as the famous
Norman butter-milk, is used to fatten pigs for
the use of the navy. Much waste and fallow is
now within the dominion of the plough, and there
is no want of green meat for cattle, since clover
and lucerne are so much cultivated. The roads
are also in course of improvement; but still in

* Some portion of this detail is borrowed from a very
useful work, entitled Goldsmith’s ¢ Statistics of France.”
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this and in other respects there is much progress
to make. The country, however, was improving
daily, and would continue to improve, if ¢his mar-
tial din were suffered to die away. Alas! that
the jealousies, susceptibilities, and vanity of two
men, should sow discord between the inhabitants
of the two most civilised countries in the world!

The Abbé St. Pierre, the author of a project
for perpetual peace, was a native of this place.
Could he rise from his grave, and again ¢ revisit
the glimpses of the moon,” how his simple soul
must be amazed to hear the din of preparation for
this ¢ much ado aboyt nothing” war! Beaucoup
de bruit et peu de fruit, as the proverb says, and
which also. runs well in Lord Bacon’s translation
of ¢ much bruit and little fruit.”

Cherbourg has scarcely given birth to a cele-
brated character, if Isexcept the Abbé Beauvais.
He it yas who came to interrupt the slavish
repose of the French pulpit, and to tell truth to
the king in the hearing of the people. In the
midst of the corrupt and libertine court of Louis
XYV. he alone dared to awaken the king to a sense
of his duty by these bold and manly words,—
*¢ Sire, my duty, as a minister of God, imperiously
compels me to telt you that your people are in
misery and distress; that you are the cause of
that misery and distress; and that the crowd of
cringing courtiers who cling around you conceal -
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from you the truth.” It was in the year follow-
ing this discourse that he preached before the
king on the subject of the last supper. His text
was, ‘‘ Encore quarante jours et Ninive sera
detruite.” This apostrophe to the monarch was
so powerful and personal, that it was supposed to
have caused his death. Louis survived the ger-
mon forty days, when the eloquent author was
called on to pronounce what had always been the
posthumous panegyric of the defunct king. In
the presence of his fuccessor the preacher ex-
claimed, ¢ Le silence des peuples est la legor des
rois.” Just and memorable words; produced at
second hand after » ards, with as terrible efféct, by
that extraordinary and incgmprehensible Gabriel
Honoré de Riquetti, commonly called Mirabgau.

D2
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Sept. 22, 1840.
I ArRrIVED here this morning, and hasten to give
you an account of my journey from Cherbourg,
which, notwithstanding the atténtions of many of
the inhabitants, I left without regret. There is
something in the atmosphere of Cherbourg humid
and heavy, which weighs on the spirits. The
weather there was cold, wet, and dreary, during
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the whole of my sojourn, and the elaborate pre-
parations for war which were continually going
on under my eye were calculated in my mind
far more to debase than to dignify the human
race to which we all belong.

The road from Cherbourg to Valognes is ex-
quisite in point of beauty and picturesqueness, and
comimands in many parts a magnificent view of
the sea. The prospect is at once rich, varied, and
extensive ; and there is an air of softness, ver-
dure, and delicacy, diffused over the scenery equal
to any thing to be found in Devonshire or Here-
fordshire.

Valognes is a small and sweetly situated place,
without trade or commerce of any kind. It is sgy
much within the wake of Cherbourg, that I was
not surprised that many of its inhabitants (who
have, as I have said, neither foreign nor domestic
commerce to cngage ‘their thoughts, and who
are mauy of them brothers, cousins, fathers, or
uncles, to those engaged in the dockyards) are
infinitely more warlike than wise; of which, as
one fact is worth a hundred arguments, I will
give you an example. While sitting at breakfast
in the small inn, 1 heard a great noise outside my
window. Opening the casement, and stretching
forth my neck, I perceived a stout, hearty-looking
man, apparently sixty years of age, in a costume
half military, half civil, with a musket slung
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across his shoulder, followed by half-a-dozen ga-
mins, one or two middle-aged men, and three or
four women. The old fellow was received with a
volley of cheers, which in no degree soothed his
vanity; for I could perceive (malgré the flattering
reception he met with) that he singled out one of
the boys, to whom he addressed certain reproaches
[ 4
more plain-spoken than polite. ¢ What is it that
has ruffled you, mon vieux ?” said I, interposing,
¢ for a Uheure qu'il est the peacemakers are thrice
blessed.” ¢¢ Cela dépend,” said the old fellow
dryly ; and then he proceeded to relate how the
day before the young gamin, who had been on a
visit to Cherbourg, came dgd told him that the
pelegraph had made known there that the Prus-
sians were already on the Rhine. ¢ Vive Dieu !”
said he, ‘“as I am a vieur grénadicr de la garde,,
I no sooner learned this, than I marched off to
Carentan on the instant, In order to fight those
sacrés Prussiens, and having arrived thete I find
this sacré cornichop has been playing me a wag-
gish trick, for the Prussians are not on the Rhine.
Mais on nous a insulté, monsicur, on a insulté la
France —tout de méme.” At these words there
was another volley of ¢ Vige notre vieuz,” who,
gradually ¢ descending from his heroics,” smiled
approvingly on the crowd which had now ga-
thered round, and proceeded to fight all his ancient
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battles over again. This episode, short in itself,
gives a better history of the feelings of a portion
of the nation than all I could write in a month ;
but that portion, though large, is neither half go
large, so intelligent, nor so influential as is sup-
posed. Were, however, all France composed of
men with the instinct of fighting as strongly deve-
loped in them as in the old grenadier, I have no
hesitation in saying — and I think I know France
well—that a sensible and discreet man could always
appease them and calm their effervescence by a
soft and a kind word judiciously spoken. That
they are hasty, susceptible, and fiery on the point
of honeur, 1 freely'admit; but convince them
that no offence is intended, — tell them that you
respect their feelings, ‘admire their bravery, and
make allowances for the vivacity of their blood,
and you can make them do any thing. Nay, the
very men who were about to shoot you through
the head ten minutes before become your fast
and firm friends. That whieh is true between
man aud man is alsd often true betwecn nations;
and if there have been (observe, I put the case
hypothetically) the least slight, or appearance of
slight,—nay, if tife French fancy there is either
the one or the other in our late transactions with
them, or rather without them, in God's name let
us not foolishly patter about etiquette, but, de-
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claring openly our intentions and our wishes,
embrace this vehement and voluble race, and
become friends again.

Though the whole of the tract of country
between Cherbourg and Brest is at present in
the greatest state of anxiety, yet the emotions of
the various masses are widely different. In the
immediate vicinity of the ports militaires there
are always some hotheaded young men, or some
vehement old moustaches, who, living only on
Jortes émotions, desire a European conflagration ;
but in half a day’s journey from these ¢owns
common sense again assumes her ascendancy, and
men see the folly and madness of their® neigh-
bours. Commerce, after all, is the great remora,
the powerful drag-chain which must prevent
the lumbering French system from overturning.
There is in effect nothin& more opposed to war
than commercial habitudes. Commerce is in its
nature repugnant to all violent emotion}. It is
in its very essence Yo temporise, to be impassible,
and, above all things, to avoid extremes. A tra-
der, like the father of a family, gives, as Lord
Bacon says, “hostages to fortune.” He is pa-
tient, supple, insinuating ; and"he will not have
recourse to extremes unless the dignus vindice
nodus arises. Now,the commercial men of France,
great as well as small, en gros as well as er détail,
see no necessity for war; and I was therefore not
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in the least surprised to find that at Granville not
only are all the inhabitants opposed to hostilities,
but that there is at this moment a question of a
strong petition against any interruption of the
general peace.

Granville is, as you are aware, a small but a
thoroughly commercial town, driving a consider-
able coasting trade, not only with Nantes and
La Rochelle, but also a foreign commerce with
the Channel Islands, Southampton, Weymouth,
Dover, Ramsgate, and even London itself. The
prosperity of this little place had increased, and
was increasing. Protected from the north wind,
its harbour, though dry at low water, is yet suffi-
ciently deep to receive hundreds of small fishing
and coasting vessels; and when I was herec last
.there was a life and movement which now no
longer exist. The armateurs, or ship-owners,
believing fully in the *probability of peace, but
yet lookIng to the possibility of war, have not this
year sent out the Newfoundlaml vessels; and the
consequence is, thaf many faxmhes are thrown
out of employment. Even the trade in salt fish
to Spain and Portugal has diminished nearly
one-half.

The observations I have made relative to
Granville apply to St. Malo, one of the most
enterprising seaports in all Brittany. Here also
commerce is at a standstill, and all distant enter-
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prises abandoned. I am happy, however, to
inform you that no nest of privateers or pirates
will again issue, at least in any number, from this
port. Experience has taught them that this is a
game at which two can play, and in which the
weakest is sorely worsted.

Coutances, the capital of Cotentin, must ®be
seen to be appreciated. I am a wretched painter
of scenery, though I most intensely enjoy its
beauty. Here are meadows of the deepest green,
beautifully cultivated, with orchards disclosing
that yellow tint

¢¢ Whose deepnegs tells
How rich within the soul of $weetness dwells.”

Meandering slowly througlethese fruitful gardens,
as though they were going homeward, flow the
shining waters of the Sienne, ere they reach the
silvery sea in the far distence. The horizon is
bounded by the bay of Cancal and St. Mglo. It
was in this delightful laughing country that St.
Evremond, immortalised by Grammont, was born.
One can well fancy this exquisite bon vivant,
whose jests ¢‘set the table in a roar,” who was
always laughed with, yet never Jgughed at, though
he had, like Cromwell, a huge wart on the middle
of his forehead, luxuriating on the oysters of
Cancal. This fishery gives bread to hundreds of
both French and English fishermen, and the in-
nocent pleasure of a light supper or lunch to hun-
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dreds of thousands. Are we to have no more oysters
because M. Thiers and Lord Palmerston are dis-
posed to quarrel like the Dames de ia Halle?
¢ Ay, by St. Anne, and ginger shall be hot in the

mouth too!”
#¢Ridiculum acri
Fortius et melius magnas plerumque secat res.”

In approaching Avranches, the Mont St.
Michael rising above the blue waves is seen at a
distance. Though I visited its gloomy halls and
750 prisoners, 1 will spare you the description.
It would be too horrifying.

From the Jardie des Plantes of Avranches,
that spot where Péter Daniel Huet, the learned
bishop, g0 often sat and studied, there is a splendid
and diversified view. Chateaus, church spires,
villages, farmhouses, orchards, and.small pocket
plats of carefully cultivated ground, meet the eye.
The sifg of the town is most pictaresque, and it is
no marvel it is the peaceful abode of more than
500 English families.® I dintd and slept at the
Hétel de Bretagne. The maitre d’kbtel, a shrewd
and sensible man, who had seen much service in
his youth, remasked to me, “If we have war,
here are 15,000f. a-day lost to the small town of
Avranches alone. God knows how many thou-
sands will be lost to Tours, Bordeaux, Nantes,
brives, Boulogne, &c.” AsIswallowed a glass. of
Bordeaux to the toast of ¢ perpetual peace,” I could
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not help thinking that this worthy man had more
practical good sense than half the ministers of
state in all the courts of Europe.

Early next morning I was en route for Rennes,
in Brittany. Shortly after leaving Pontorson you
quit Normandy, and, as I am about to bid adieu
to the country, at least for the present, I may,
perhaps, as well give you my impression of the
character of that people. The Normans are a
keen, shrewd, hard-headed race. 1 should say
Jin and rusé ; in other words, crafty and cunsing.
Among their neighbours they bear the repute of
being litigious and overreaching, and I can myself
vouch that they are very boastful, and where
their interests are concerned not regardful of the
truth. They are, however, brave, industrious,
frugal, and courteous, but withal cold at heart.
The fishermen are among the best of the working
population. They are hardy, intrepid, vefy toler-
able sailors, and sosindefati .gable in the pursuit of
their craft, that our shores tdo often suffer from
their at once predatory and piscatory excursions.
Though from their number and their union they
are well able to protect themselVes, I must do the
French government the justice to say, that two
armed garde cbtes protect the fisheries of Granville
and the whole coast down to St. Malo. Would I
could say as much for the poor fellows in the Isle
of Thanet ! :

The road from Pontorson to Rennes was
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crowded, I may say encumbered, not only with
conscripts for the army, but levies for the marine,
going to Cherbourg. I should say I must have
encountered more than 500 men; and one-fifth of
the number at least are not*above 4 feet 9 inches
French measure. The exigency must be ac-
tudlly or apparently great which justifies such
levies as these. Perhaps, after all, it is but a
demonstration to prevent war. Si vis pacem para
bellum. Be this, however, as it may, these raw
recrgits were marching onward with vigour and
alacrity; and, as they met the passing stranger,
they xaised one of threir wild loud shouts, giving
token of their eagerness for the fray of battle. All
this warlike ardour, lie the courage of Bob Acres,
may evaporate and ooze out at the fingers’ ends;
but midst a sanguine, ardent, brave, and warlike
race, this is not likely. The steam is certainly
now up at its highest pressure; and unless the
vessel be put in motion, or the safety-valve opened,
there may be an explosion. Talk of compression,
indeed! Mirabeau knew his countrymen better.
““Vous dechalnez le taureau,” said he, *“ et puis vous
vous étonnez qu'il vous pique.”* If war does break
out, this martial and populous nation can soon
bave a great army in the field of battle. It will
not be a little war either, nor confined to ome
nation, for the interests of neighbouring people
are now so interwoven that neutrality is impos-
'* Dumont: Souvenirs de Mirabeayu.
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sible. It will be a great war on a gigantic scale,
for there is not a French conscript, certainly not
a French soldier, who does not know that the
days of small armies and long sieges is for ever
gone by. Henceforth the tactique must be great
armies and great battles, and this is an additional
reason for binding over Lord Palmerston and M.
Thiers to keep the peace in large sureties. There
is not a sensible man in Europe who does not see
that neither the French nor English people, as
nations, have any cause of quarrel. The quarrel
is solely between two men, and the Angle anJ the
Gaul may well say, addresging these ministers,
*“ A plague on both your houses!”

Rennes is a large and well-built town. Itis
the seat of a prefecture, of a bishopric, of a
supreme court of justice, of tribunals de premiére
instance, of schools of law agd medicine. It is also
the quartier général of the 13th militagy divi-
sion, and of an école militaire. The greatest
activity now reigns at Renges in the military
department. The troops, comprising artillery,
cavalry, and infantry, are exercised three times
a-day for two and three hourg at a time. Is
all this for nothing? Will it end in smoke
only, or in the smoke of cannon? I profess
not to vaticinate. I merely give you faets.
From the increase made to the effective of the
army every where that I have been, however,
the military authorities appear to be of the
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opinion of that great old robber, Frederick of
Prussia, *‘ que le bon Dieu est toujours d coté des
gros bataillons.” 750 Holstein horses for the
cavalry are expected at Rennes to-morrow ; these
must, on an average, have cost somewhere about
from 450f. to 500f. each, and here is an expense
alene in one item for one military division of
375,000f. or 15,000!. of our money.

Nor is the activity confined alone to the army
and navy. The gend’armes are all on the alert,
and the moment you enter any town, and descend
either from your own carriage, the malle poste
or the diligence, a couple of these friends to the
llberty of the subject emerge from their dens,
and with eager earngstness, yet perfect civility,
disregardful of the hunger, cold, and fatigue
you are suffering, while you are yet busily
engaged in paying the postilions, or ordering
your lgit de poule and honnet de nuit (as De
Béranger sweetly sings it), demand with die-
trustful look and sgrutmxsmg eye your passport.
Nature, which abhors a vacuum every where,
but most in the stomach, can no longer stand
this — the English ¢ gorge rises” —the John
Bull blood mantles and tingles in his veins, and,
if not absolutely savage and reproachful, you
are tempted to exclaim with Madame Roland,
under more certainly harassing vexations ¢« Oh,
LLberty! L:berty' what crimes are committed
_in thy name.”,
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The road from Rennes to this place is good, -
but extremely hilly. In ome part there are
no less than thirty-two hills. The country is
wretchedly cultivated, but is finely wooded, and in
many spots is highly picturesque. A great purt
#f the land is totally unreclaimed, and much
usembles portions of the west and south of
lrgdand .

The Bretons, though brave, laborious, and
economical, are, like all 1the Celtic tribes, inferior
- to the Norman and Saxon—witness the We]sh,
Belgians, and Irish, and these very Bretons,
all the heirs male in line digect of the Cimyri or
Kymri, of whom Field-Marshal Julius Ceesar
has given a description which holds good to the
present day. Obstinate in their opinions and
prejudices, mistrustful, bigoted, self-willed, and
vain-glorious, they have ditherto resisted all
efforts made to reclaim them from sensi-bar-
barism. In almost all the arts of life they are
behind the rest of*Francd. ¢ Much of this is,
doubtless, the result of the topographical con-
formation of the country; some part of it is also
owing to the narrow-mindedneés of the land-
lords and proprietors; but a great deal, and per-
haps most of all, to the intractable and indocile
nature of the race from which the Bretons spring.
The communes in Brittany are not, as in great"
part of France, near to each other; on the con-
trary, the towns are few and distant from each
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other ; and even, though the parents were willing
to send their children to the primary schools,
the remoteness of these from their Habitations
would be an almost insuperable obstacle. The
outward appearance of a Breton discloses his
almost savage state. Covered with enormous:
gdat or sheep-skins, wearing his long shaggy
hair under a slouched hat of immense magnitude,
he appears withered, starved, and diminutive.
His hut, often without windows ‘or chimneys, is
but a degree better than the cabins of Conne-
mara; and his food is nearly as stinted in quantity,
and as wretched in quality, as the diet of the
peasantry whom %tbat pirate in politics, that
poltroon in private #nd in public, and that im-
postor in every thing, yearly robs of their hard
earnings.* - His trousers are loose, and in the
Greek and Turkish fashion, covering but to the
knee;q he is religious, attending church on. all
saints’ days and holydays ; ang charitable, as far as
his. means admit :¢bfit on the whole he must be
placed as one of the lowest of half-civilised beings.

But Brittany, like most half-civilised countries,
has prodaced great warriors and illustrious names

~ @ Compounded as this fellow is of brigand, beggar,
quack, and poltroon, the latter decidedly predominates.
Witness Belfast : his false name was felicitously chosen.
- The vedl Mr. Charles was au eminent thimblerig”” and
slefght-of-handgnan, pratising legerdemain and swallow-
g crowh-pleodk;
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in literature. Among the great commanders,
Dugueselin, Olivier de Clisson, Lanque, Dugay
Trouin, ahd Moreau, may be numbered ; and in
the belles lettres there is that exquisite painter
of manners, that prince of an easy and flowing
style, Lesage, the Jesuit historian of the peace
of Westphalia, the Pére Bougeant, Duclos, and
Gumgene Among poets, 1 need but mention
De Béranger, who has perfectly seized —

“1art ;i."attraper facilement,
Sans m esclave de la rime;

Ce u:m:, cet enjoiment,

Qui ut fair le sublime ;"
and, maugre all his faults and’ eccentricities, one
of the most eloquent of prose writers, Chateau-
briand, who was born just seventy-one years
ago (comme le temps passe et comme je suis passé),
at the chiteau of Combousg, in the middle of
the sands of Brittany.

Normandy, though superior in civilisition,
can present no such fames al% these. Almost her
sole literary illustration is Madame de Sevigné,
who was Norman by birth, though her Yetters
were written from the chéiteau ef the Rochers,
in Brittany. With all her talent as a raconteuse,
and with all her tenderness for her daughter,
Mademe de Sevigné was nevertheless a cold:
hearted and selfish being, whose whole thoughts,
feehngs, and wishes;  were centered in a elﬁld

E
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who did not care for her, After all I begin to
think that the art of letter-writing is not so
wondrous difficult, especially to a woman. What
can be more exquisitely, more admirably, ex-
pressed than some of the letters of Madame
Laffarge ? Normandy, however, though not
emxnently literary, has done herself immortal
credit in adopting literary men. Evreux sent
the eloquent, learned, and philosophic Guizot
to the Chamber of Deputies, and Valognes has
reaently chosen for member the ingenious and
speculative De Tocqueville.

Fhave said the Bretons are a religious people,
and so truly they are; but it is religious in the
one holy Roman and apostolic faith, as they tell
you themselves. Here the doctrines of the purer
and reformed faith have made no progress, whilst
amidst the shrewd #nd active-minded Normans,
on thelgontrary, Protestant temples have existed
at:Alencon, Saint Lo, and Valognes,since 1562. It
should never befortotten that when these poor Hu-
guenots were oppressed by the riéorous measures
put in force against them, our great Elizabeth
sustained themeagainst Charles IX. In our own
day Protestantism is on the increase in Nor-
mdn'dy.’ In 1832 there was no Protestant church
in Cherbourg ; now there is not only a Protestant
- chnrch but a congregation of more than 200.

. You ue awa.re of the very great similarity



CHURCHES IN BRITTANY. 75

which exists between the Breton and the Welsh,
Irish, and Gaelic languages. I know sufficient
of the Gaelic to. be able to say, that the languages
are identically the same in a few words and
phrases; and had I a more copious vocabulary
at command, I might, perhaps, discover still
greater similarity. The divisions or land-marks
of farms are also similar to those used in Ireland
and Wales, and there is a remarkable similarity
in the hedging and fencing of the smaller farms.
The older churches throughout Ireland resenfble
the churches in Brittany, but the latter are cer-
tainly more light and gracefu), though built in
the same style of architecture.

Of Brest I will not speak to-day, but you
shall have a full account of this place to-morrow
or the day after. I must, however, tell you,
that during the last six days no one is ad:nitted
into the arsenal on any pretext whatever; but
I repeat, neverthelels, you,shall have “a full,
true, and particular account” *of what is doing
here. There are three reasons assigned for this
strictness, which extends even to native-born
Frenchmen, and each of them is, in my mind,
sufficient to justify the authorities and the govern-
ment in a peremptory refusal to all the world.
In the first place, some one of the mischievous
press of Paris visited the port on the 14th, and
two days afterwards published in his paper that
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the convicts engaged in the dockyards had con-
spired to set fire to the buildings, and that the
workmen had struck for wages. This was a
pure invention of this blundering Badaud, who
had possibly never seen the sea in his life, and
kgew not a corvette from a ship of 120 guns;
for to suppose him otherwise than ignorant and
imbecile would be to suppose him not only a
traitor to his country, playing into the hands of
her enemies, but also desirous of fostering a civil,
perhaps a servile war. The second reason is
not less cogent in my opinion. An English post-
captlin of maturg¢®age, a cool and calculating
Scot (the thrifty and .prudent genius of the Tweed
had for once abandoned him), penetrated, unper-
ceived, and without permission, into the dock-
yard. He had seen a great deal, and was com-
fortably hugging himself in the idea of how vastly
clever® he was, when all of a sudden it was dis-
covered he had no permissi'bn, and had entered
without a gend'arme. The matter then became
serious. He was asked to declare who he was,
which he did frankly. It was for a moment
doubted that ad English captain would so com-
mit himself at such a juncture, but it was put
beyond the possibility of doabt before the evening
sun had set. This officer had commanded off
Senegal, and it so happened there was a French
"naval officer in Brest at the moment who had
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known him there. Explanations then took
place, and I learn that the statement of the
English officer, that he entered inadvertently,
was deemed sufficient. Still the circumstances
are unpleasant; and, if not unfortunate, to use
a Navarino word, ‘‘ untoward.” Nobody cm:ld
hehave better or more gracefully than the Mari-
time Prefect, M. 1'Amiral Grivelle. To wear off
any unpleasant impression, he asked the captain
to dinner; an invitation which the latter, perhaps
from praiseworthy motives, declined. I impate
no blame to any one, but I repeat, in the present
temper of men’s minds, even Scotchmen should
be more circumspect than usual. There are
never wanting those who intpute these intrusions
into dockyards to worse motives than justifiable
curiosity. An account of this circumstance was
telegraphed to Paris, and®the result is, that
nobody is now allowed to enter the doekyard
who is not an emplgyé. 1 think the Minister of
Marine is right in ehforcing that order, and if I
were in his place I would act as he has done.
On these circumstances you may rely: 1 have
them from good authority. I send you in con-
fidence the name of the officer for your own
private information. The third circumstance
results from the two previous, and is a comple-
ment of them. Two Englishmen arrived here
four days ago, and were refused admittance.
There has been since published in Galignani a
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letter migned ¢ An Englishman,” complaining
of this: thus, in a time of impending war,
making the press an arbiter in an affdir of dis-
cipline in a town where there are more than
8000 criminals employed in the government
works. This is really too bad, and the conse-
qu.ence is, that the innocent suffer with the
guilty. The French government, in relation to
these preparations for war, has nothing to dread,
and nothing to be ashamed of, if the truth be
told ; but if people will, like the Parisian writer,
draw on their fancy for facts; or, like the English
captain, intrude themselves contrary to rule and
without perm1ssxon or, like the Englishmen who
were afterwards reflised, appeal to Galignani
instead of to the Admiral commanding or to
the Minister of Marine, they must take the con-
sequences of their teterity, and enjoy the unen-
viablee repute of preventing the more discreet
portion of the public from sgeing what they have
not seen, because 8f their own folly and rashness.
-« As to myself, there is not an admiral or mari-
‘time prefect in France, or a minister, to whom I
would not make known my name, and the full
contents of my letters; for I have nothing ex-
tenuated nor set down aught in malice. 1 am not
ashamed of the truth, and they need not be afraid
~ofit. In this spirit I shall go on, and you need
"mot fear to bave & full account of the ** Ports of
France,” —and Brest’ among the number.
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Difficulties of the English in entering the Port of Brest.—
Absence of English Consuls at Cherbourg and Brest.—
Gordon Warhouse. — Difficulty of Attack on Brest.—
Marine Dépit for Wood, and its Value. —The Fortifi-
cations. — Defence of the Arsenal, and Difficulty of
Retreat. — Roadstead of Brest. — Advantages of the
Harbour of Brest. — The Arsenal. — M. Liaist, the
Hanoverian and Prussian Consul. — Ignorance and
Ill-breeding of the British Viee-Consul. — Brest one
of the finest Harbours in the World. —The Diameter
of the Roadstead. — Brest a Congeries of Roadsteads,
Creeks, and Bays.—Difficulty to Blockade a Squadron
at the Port of Brest.— Apparatus for Heating Bullets.
—The Bakery of the Arsengl. —The Magasin Géné-
ral.—The Quay. —The New Ditto.—Dépot of Cannon.
—Machine for Straightening and Preparing Planks.—
Filtering and Prepdring of .Ram Water. —The North
Side of the Port of Brest. — EXpertness of the Frel%h
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Veseels in the Roadstead. — Convent of the Capuchins
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~—Activity in the Port among the Mechanics. — Pre-
parations for War.

‘ Sept. 25, 1840,

In my last letter I informed you of the difficul;
ties, ‘almost insurmountable, thrown in the way
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of & strangers visiting: tlns port, and partlcular!y as
regards the English. These difficulties still con-
tinue ; nor is there any probability, I am sorry- to
say, of their being speedily temoved. . It is odd
that in a time like the present, when their coun-
trymen have really need, of their services, that
the English consuls both at Cherbourg and at
Brest should be absent from their posts. It is
true that the English passing through Cherbourg
may claim the good offices of M. Liuist, the
Hagoverian and Prussian .consul,— a gentleman
who, in conferring a favour, has the rare art of
almost persuading dhe recipient that he (the
consul) is the pers.on really obliged: but such
amiable, frank, and disinterested men are rare;
and I have no hesitation in saying, that if it be
worth the while of the English consul here (who
I believe to be a woethy and obliging man) to
receivec the salary, it should also be worth his
while to attend to the duty ip a season like the
present, and not te léave thé affairs of the con-
sulate to a vice-consul,* who is profoundly igno-
rant of the manner of dealing with an English
gentleman, and whose manners are none of the
suavest. In this matter I have no personal feel-
ing, but deem it my duty, nevertheless, to reiterate
the complaints which are made of want of courtesy

. * I have since been informed that the consul at Brest
was engaged at this period on public business at Paris.
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on the part of this subordinate. I amaware that
great allowance should be made for the naval
authorities here; they are in a delicate and diffi-
" cult position just now; but it is not because one
or two Englishmen violated the rule in entering
the port militaire withgut permission during the
dinner hour, that a general exclusion is to be
extended to all Englishmen whatever. I am
aware, that within the port itself (for despite
admiral, major-general of the marine, gate-keep-
ers, and all the hundred-and-one Cerberi grho
there keep ‘“watch and ward,” I entered, and
saw every thing, as I informed you I would)
there is an old house, which still preserves the
name of ¢ Maison de I’'Espton,” where an unfor-
tunate Scotchman of the name of Gordon War-
house was taken and decapitated on the 24th of
November, 1769, seventy-8ne years ago; but it
is not because this house remains as a memento
of the injustice of the French nation (for Gordon
Warhouse was no spy, though*he was decapitated
as such), that English gentlemen are to be excluded
in 1840. ¢ Oh, but,” say the authorities, ‘‘one
Englishman recently got in by.stealth, and we
must prevent this by excluding all.” Now, this
I say is, firstly, unjust; and, secondly, imprac-
ticable; for, in the teeth of their order, and
despite of their prohibition, I have been able to
see every thing, and this very day passed through
E2
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forty-six, ateliers or workshops, and all the docks
_or slips, at every one of which a vigilant guardian
was placed. I could do the same again té-morrow
or any day during the week, but there are many
of my countrymen who .could not, and I see no
reasdn for their exclusion. But I detain you,
pethaps, too long from matter more important.

I bave no hesitation in saying that the harbour
of Brest is one of the finest in the world. I know
myself personally but three which may be com-
par.ed with it, namely, Constantinople, Cork, and
Carlscrona, in Sweden. These three harbours
certainly present mpre extensive roads, and so
does, I understand, the harbour of Rio Janeiro
(for I have not beenethere), but there are none
of them which offer a shelter and anchorage equal
to the port whence I write.

Almost altogetheg closed, there is but one
small gutlet from the harbour of Brest, called the
Goulet, and this passage, defended on either side
by formidable forsificationsy renders ‘Brest ex-
tremely difficult of attack. I had almost said
the place is inexpugnable, had I not known
‘that it was morg¢ than once in the possession of
my countrymen, to whom nothing is impossible.
The diameter of the roadstead from its mouth to
the embouckure of the river of Landernau is two
and a half leagues; its breadth is about three
lpagues. The first thing that strikes you on en-
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tering it is the dépdt of wood for the use of the
marine. The construction of this dépot bas cost
enormou’ sums to the government, and the wood
now actually in it is valued at 7,000,000f. More
than 150 workmen are constantly employed in
this establishment alone, independently of the
clerks and overseers. The fortifications outfide
this wood magazine were originally constructed
by Vauban in 1620; but in 1694 their palpable
insufficiency was proved. The English fleet in
that year forced the entrance of the Bay of Pouldu,
suffering in no degree from the batteries of Que-
lerac. In 1776 the existing fortifications were
constructed. They consist *of three irregular
bastions, three curtains, two half moons, a redau
scarp, and counterscarp crowned with masonry.
On this point, which may be considered as the
key of the roads of Brgst, are placed sixty
bouches @ feu and a garrison of 1800 meny Sup-
posing that a hostile fleet entered thus far into
the roadstead, the shore ddeseanot present a single
spot for disembarkation; and if a coup de main
were attempted on the arsenal, it would be found
defended by formidable batteries, The possibility
of failure in such a case must always be looked to,
and how, in such circumstances, is a fleet to re-
treat? Entering only by a west breeze, the wind
must chop round suddenly in order to favour a
retreat. Now this scarcely ever happens, for
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eleven months out of the twelve westerly winds
prevail at Brest. '

I have said the roadstead of Brest & exten-
sive; but I should rather have described it as
presenting a congeries of roadsteads, creeks, and
bays, extending over a surface of nearly 15
squlire leagues, two-thirds of which present ex-
cellent shelter and anchorage, and from 8 to 15
fathoms water. Now, a fathom (brasse) is 5 feet
French measure ; and as the French foot is 12:198
of our inches, this makes the soundings consider-
ably deeper than though it were English me sure.
Allowjng a cable’s lepgth, or 150 brasses, between
the vessels anchored’, it has been calculated that
Nature has enabled this harbour to hold within
its bosom all the naval forces of the world. There’
may be something of exaggeration in this, per-
haps, but not so muagh as would appear at the
first blugh. If to this rare advantage the position
of Brest is superadded, situaged as it is in the
Atlantic, looking on the north to the Manckhe, or
Channel, and on the south to the Gulf of Gascony,
it must be admitted that Nature has been more
than bountiful. 1t would be almost impossible
effectively to blockade a squadron issuing from
these waters ; because, from the proximity of the
coast signals, and their capacity of descrying an
enemy at a vast distance, his position, manceuvres,
and tackings, so to speak, are foreknown, and
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those whom he wishes to blockade become fore-
armed. Besides, a squadron can avail itself of
16 points of the wind to sail out, tack, stretch, or
perform any avolution which the exigency of the
moment demands. Enough, however, on the
position of this favoured spot. “

I have now conducted you within view of the
arsenal. Long hefore you enter, the resounding
clank of the calking mallet, thc hammering of
the scupper nails, thc din and smoke of dozens of
smithies, the cries of sailors, carpenters, Jgun-
smith- ¢ & tutti guanti;” and last, and most
horrible of all, the clankjng of the chains of
3641 galley-slaves, announde to you that it is
not Woolwich, Greenwicls, or Sheerness, you are
about to enter, but the port militaire of Brest.
To your left is a battery, level with the surface of
the water, named from ity shape the Horseshoe
Battery. This forms the avant garde oféhe port,
and is completely armed. Within it are appa-
ratus for heating ¢he buMets, which lie in huge
piles at the entrance.

Behind this battery are the storehouses, cel-
lars, &c. for provisioning the, fleet. . Here are
thousands of barrels of pork, beef, butter, flour,
split peas, prepared sorrel, biscuit, wine, brandy,
coffee, &ec. '

Next comes the bakery, which is fireproof,
containing 24 immense ovens, with machines for
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separating. the bran from the flour. Beyond
these magazines is a considerable parc @ boulets,
and a very large boathouse; while opposite is
the machine for masting or dismasting vessels,
called in French mature, or machine a@ mater,
equivalent to the English ¢ Shears or Hulk with
Shelirs,” as it is sometimes called. Near this
machine is an immense kitchen, called the co-
querie, where the victuals of all the équipages
embarqués whose ships are within the port is
cooked ; nearly opposite the kitchen is moored a
cut-down frigate, called ’Amiral, so arranged as
to confain an avantigarde picket, a room for
maritime courts-maftial, as well as apartments
for prisoners.

The Admiral has no very great draught of
water, but in the canal in which she is moored
vessels drawing 24 to427 feet have below their
keels at deast 15 feet.

Not far from this frigate is_what is called the
bassin de construction.* It is beautifully built in
cut granite, and is the work of M. Groignard. I
will not trouble you with a description of this
¢ bassin,” which would be more especially unne-
cessary to a maritime people. Below it are the
workshops of the artificers in white metal, lock-
'smiths, tinmen, &c.; and next to these is the
printing-house of the port militaire. 1 do not

“say that this latter is as extensive as the printing-
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house of The Times (which, by the way, I have
never seen), but it nevertheless seemed to me
very spicious and well arranged.

The brazier’s workshops come next in order,
then the compass-makers, and finally the library
of the marine, which is large, and well supplied
with nautical and mathematical works.

- This range of buildings is terminated by the
mal sin-général, an edifice of vast extent, but of
simgfe construction. In these rooms are con-
tained such objects as are not delivered in the
ateliers.

In this rich dépbt therg are warehoused arti-
cles exceeding in value 30,000,000f.

The quay is below thisspot, encumbered with
a vast quantity of cannons, not yet mounted, and
a large and ¢ goodly show” of anchors, some
weighing so much as 150Q.kilogrammes ; opposite
which are the ateliers for sail-makingarigging,
and ballast.

Next comes the rope-walk, a building of three
stories high, with a flat roof. There are eight
walks, each more than 1000 feet long. Although
MM. Lair et Hubert have introduced into the
corderie machines called ¢ De Fulton et d’'Hud-
dart,” combined with their own inventions, giving
a force over manual labour as 21 to 10, yet there
are at this moment more than 600 men en-
gaged in this department alone.
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The poulierie, or shed where blocks are made,
next engages attention. . Here is a . water-mill
which puts in movement two saws and a8 instru-
ment called a tarriére, for boring pumps or dril-
ling masts ; but it seems, .in the present advanced
state of mechanical science, to be but a sorry con-
trivince. The powder-mill and coopers’ work-
shops are within an instant’s walk. The cooper-
age appeared, to me to be of very superior work-
manship, but these artisans are not now so fully
employed: gs heretofore, in consequencg of the
substitution of what are called tbles, or thin iron
- tanks, whith are copsidered much more salu-
brious, more economical, and easier of stowage.

The new, v, quay, whieh has been erected within
a few years, contains a provisory dépét for old
chain-cables, anchors, and o]d ship-wood in course
of demolition. On it also stands the batchery,
where thge fresh meat for the sailors in the port,
in the roadstead, and hospital, js prepared.

.I will now bring you acrvss the river in a
small boat to what is called the Recouvrance side
of the arsenal, and there you. will find a large
dépébt of efmmon, gnd the ateliers of the artillery.
Here, dre wheelwnghtq, cannon-mounters, ar-
'morérs, ‘casters,-.&e.

' In a small creek on thig side of the arsenal are
four more bassins dé constructwn dug out of the
golid rock, which Frenchmen insist are unrivalled.
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They are proximate to each other and communi-
cate by gates; the newest of them, finished in the
year 12, wnder the administration of Cafarelli, has
been completely sculptured by the hammer out of
the rock with such perfection that no facings were
required. Here ship-carpenters are constantly at
work on the masses of wood which are to servé in
the construction of vessels, or, to use a sea-phrase,
in the “speaking out of the shipg timbers or
planks,” alias repairing. Here also+iz+a steam-
machine for softening, straightening, or; bengding
the planks, as occasion may require. There is
also a pompe @ feu, the invention of M. Frimot,
engineer of the ponts et chaussées, which empties
at one and the same time the four bassfg:s, a labour
requiring heretofore much time and some hun-
dreds of hands. This pump carries away two
hectolitres of water, equiwalent to 100 litres, at
each stroke of the piston. This machite really
works in a superior manner, and the machinery
is of small volume. *Here, dlse, are immense filter-
ing machines for purifying the rain-water.

The north side of the port of Brest is entirely
occupied by the great forges where anchors,
chain-cables, &c., are made and mended. This
establishment is far superior in extent, as well as
in the number of workinen, to the forges at
Cherbourg. It,is now. in full activity; and I
confess I was surprised, not only at the number
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of workmen, but the quality of their workman-
ship. If this nation had, like us, iron in abund-
ance, they would certainly rival, as tﬁey now
approach, us in the article of marine forges.

I have not as yet mentioned two cales de con-
struction, or stocks, of first-rate vessels. One of
these is covered over with a wooden framework,
the other with a roofing supported by granite
buttresses and ¢¢ swifters,” which ¢ frap” (pardon
me the mnautical term), or encircle the vessel.
The, whole of this slip is of very admirable
workmanship. There is now constructing here
a first-rate war steamer, and a vessel of 120 guns.
In the other slips there are six frigates, more_or
less advanged ; two of these have 30 cannons of
30, longs en batterie; on the forecastle 28 car-
ronades of thirty, and two long 18-pounders,
making altogether 60 ®ouckes @ feu. Among the
other f¥ur there are two frigates of the second
class, and two of the third..

There are besidés four vessels, two of the first
rank with 120 bouches d feu ; one of the second
rank with 100; and one of the third with 90;
besides two corvettes there are sloops of war,
with 20 bouches a feu, and & batterie barbette, i. e.
from one extremity of the forecastle to the other.

" I have mot as yet spoken of the vessels in the
roadstead. These are not comprised in this esti-
mate, but.with certain other matters will make
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the subject of a second letter 1 mean to con-
secrate & third to the description of Le Bagne,
and to the financial details concerning this
port.

Above the joinery (with a desecription of
which I will not trouble you) is the anc:ent
convent of the Capuchins, now turned into a
school of marine artillery, and in a portion of
this building the figure-heads of vessels are also
carved ; but in this department Brest is far in-
ferior to what Cherbourg now is, and what {nt-
werp was in the time of the King of Holland. I
ought, however, to state, that at Cherbousg the
workmen employed in this department come
from Paris. The construltion of rudders, yards,
winding tackle, rails, frames, ribands, clamps,
bolts, stanchions, leech lines, wooldings, and
head-nuts, is each a sepamte department or dis-
tinet spécialité, and the division of labodr is Jjust
as well understood, and as fully practised, as in
the workshops of Birmingham and Sheffield.
The whole port is admirably paved with granite,
and at every fifty yards there are placed large
troughs, some made of stone and some of iron,
containing water to feed the engines in case of
fire. The canal, however, is too narrow, and at
this moment is too much encumbered with ship-
ping. The vessels which are desarmés, or lying
up, are covered by a sort of wooden casing called
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a charpente, over which hangs a painted sailcloth,
which, impeding the pernicious action of the sun
and rain (and it rains in this country 300 days out
of the 365), allows, nevertheless, a free current of
air to enter.

I have now conducted you regularly through
the port of Brest, and given you some faint idea
of the vastness of this great national arsenal; but,
in order to form a proper idea of its grundeur, ex-
tent, and magnitude, you should hear with your
own, ears the deafening noise of hammer, axe,
adze, and anvil —the thundering of artillery, the
beating of drums, the rolling of balls—the shrill
whistling of master-calker, mastmaker, carpen-
ter, sailmaker, gunnei',' and -the clanking of 3641
chains of galley-slaves; less horrible, perhaps,
than the rough, hoarse, gruff voices of this
congregated mass of rifurderers, robbers, coiners,
forgers, $hieves, and pickpockets.

If the sound be unpleasant—l had almost’
said horrifying—the sight is ‘at once loathsome,
pitiable, appalling. But I must reserve this sub-
ject for a letter apart. And now that I have led
you over this port and its quays, and exposed to
your view its vast magazines, the wealth they
contain, in workshops of all arts, and: crafts, and
wnachinery of every sort and kind—now that I have

-shewn you the incessant activity that daily pre-
wails in the simultaneous labour of 12,638 human
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beings, 8997 of whom are freemen, and 3641 of
whom are wretched galley-slaves—1 will simply
inquire what is the end and purpose of so much
labour, so much science, and so much art?
Simply and solely the destruction of God’s image
—of our fellow-man, perhaps, our fellow-citizen,
by the fell scourge of a war which, if it ever tdke
place (which 1 do not believe), will he without
parallel for madness and folly in the annals of
the world. Itis indeed a desperate chance-medley
game, as well as a wicked and a foolish one ; and
there are often reverses in store for the nations
who madly rush into it.

Brest, notwithstanding all its * pride of place
and power,” has been more than once in the pos-
session of the English ; and stronger forts and
redoubts than those of her harbour, of nations
that were, but are not, avre now mouldering in
decay. Goéthe, who was a politician & well as
a poet, well says,—

¢ Erde baut auf erde Schiser von Stein
Erde sagt zu erde alles ist mein.”

To my countrymen I would say, ‘“ Avoid war
by all means ;" yet what I see “here compels me
to utter the mournful premonition, ¢ But be pre-
pared for it.” )
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Admiral Morsad de Galle’s Fleet sailed from the Port
of Brest for Ireland, December 16, 1796. — Hurricane
and loss of three Ships, and finally captured by the

English.
Sept. 28, 1840.

I~ my last letter from this place, 1 stated that
thére were, at the moment I wrote, six frigates
and four vessels now in course of construction.
Among the frigates are I'’Amazone, la Medée,
I’Ambuscade, and la Vénus. I omitted, how-
evep, to state, that the Commerce de Paris, a
frigate of the first class, had been masted three
days ggo, and is in gourse of rigging now. The
weight of this vessel'ig estimated at 4,500,000 Ib. ;
she is 174 feet long, amd 47 broad. When she is
mounted with her full complement of guns and
men, T ask is there, can there be any comparison,
between the number of men and weight of timber
and me#al in the Commerce de Paris and one of
our frigates?

After having thovotghly viksited the dockyard,
my next movement was to the roads. Taking
boat accordingly on the Recouvrance side of the
river, I proceedegd with an old sailor, whom I
had pressed into my service from the moment of
my arrival (and I adopt the same course in all
seaports), to visit I'Orion, a frigate exclusively
devoted to, the éléves de la marine. 1 was
received in the most courteous and affable man-
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ner by the flag-officer and first lieutenant, who
not only, conducted me over the vessel, but ex-
plained to me, in the most friendly and obliging
manner, the whole course of discipline and
studies. I was particularly struck with the
neatness and order of the vessel, with the nym-
ber of the higher mathematical works in the
library, with the beauty and finish of the draw-
ings, all the production of the pencils of the
éléves. It was in this vessel that the Prince de
Joinville, now capitaine de vaisseau, and whe is
now on his way to St. Helena to bring back the
bones of Napoleon Buonagam, was brought up ;
and the captain shews with some pleasure, and
not a little pride, & drawing of the Prince, which
hangs framed and glazed in a conspicuous part of
the cabin.

I will not repeat to you®the kind and‘ obhgmg
expressions which these officers used in speakmg
of England and the English navy. Though their
profession is that of arms, and though, like all
noble and generous minds, they must pant for an
opportunity of distinguishing themselves, they
nevertheless did not hesitate t3 utter the most
fervent aspirations for the preservation of the
general peace. May their wishes be accom-
plished !

One is struck at every moment with the
marked superiority of the naval over the mﬂunry

F
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service in France. Independently of the educa-
tion of the naval officer being much superior, he
is generally also in a higher social position,
whether with reference to birth or fortune, than
the officer of the line, who, in nine cases out of
ten, is in no degree more enlightened than, and
too often as coarse a being as, the soldier whom
he commands. : _

. Besides, there is something in the very idea
of a ship which expands and elevates the con-
tenaplations of man. The construction of a ship
is not only a matter of high science, but of first-
rate wational imponance. All is positive, cer-
tain, and, so to speak, demonstrative in the
details ; the higher bfanches of the mathematics
are called into requisition, and nothing is left to
vague, idle, or inapt conjecture. The object, the
destination, the stupendous strength and power,
the grace as well as the beauty, of these vast
masses, ‘reposing on their own shadows,” im-
part to them a grindeur and vitality which is
reflected back on their creator. How is it
possible for the youngest midshipman to walk
the deck of a :§4 without thinking highly of
himself, and still- more ‘highly of the profession
to which .he belongs? It is not, therefore,
marvel. (o me;that the officers of the Orion were
not’ only accomphshed scholars and gentlemen,
but also, . liberal-miaded, candid, and eensible
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men. Should these lines meet their eyes, I pray
they may be received as they are meant—a -
slight and feeble testimony of gratitude for the
most kindly and obliging services.

Anchored not far from the Orion, lies the
Abondance, a vessel for the instruction of the
mousses, or cabin-boys, of whom there are now
240 aboard. These boys are for the most part
orphans, the sons of widowed mothers, or unfor-
tunates deserted by their parents, and are re-
ceiyed Trom the ages of thirteen to fifteen. There
arg:. schoolmasters furnished to teach them read-
u;g, writing, arithmetic, the mathematics,® and

: vigation. They have also, as well as the éléves,
a chaplain. This vessel, a® well as all the crew
and scholars, is remarkable for cleanliness ; the
boys change their linen twice a-week, and all
appear in excellent health.® They are gll taught
trades, such as sail-making, rope—makmg, block-
making, gunnery, &e., as well as seamanship; so
that when they becpu’ne regula? sailors, they may,
in the intervals between duty, be enabled to be
serviceable to the vessel in more capacities than
one. This institution is not urlike the naval
school of that excellent man, the late Captain
Brenton, R.N., but it.is, of course, on a more
extensive scale. While aboard ‘the Abondance,
the mousses receive 9f. a-month for their pay,
from which 7f. is deducted for their clothing and
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equipment. When they afterwards enter into the
équipages de ligne, they receive a mnet pay of
17f. 56¢., with bread while on shore, and 18f. 10c.
gross pay, with rations when at sea; while con-
script cabin-boys, temporarily employed in the
équipages de ligne, to whom a first outfit is not
allowed, receive only 8f. 15c. a-month.

It is questionable, however, whether the thus
teaching two different trades, such, for instance,
as sail-maker and sailor, is beneficial. The plan
hae long been adopted in the Russian navy ; and
I can, from experience of that service, say, that
they® are neither good sailors nor good sail-
makers. But that which may be true of Russia
may be quite false ik reference to France, and
vice versi. There is one point, however, in which
this teaching may be of great advantage —I
mean nayal gunnery.® 1 believe the best officers
in the” English navy are of opinion, that the
sailor, when trained, makev a far better naval
gunner than the “naval artllleryman ; and the
French, adopting this idea, are now training all
their sailors as navel gunners.

There are two other frigates in Brest roads ;
one called the Aquila, taken from the Mexicans,
and the other a French-built vessel, both of
which. I also visited, as well as the Stationnaire,
a guard-ship. The remarks that I have made in
reference to the Orion apply to these vessels;
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and I tender to the captains and officers of all
the expression of my grateful thanks. You are
aware, perhaps, through other sources, that nine
of the new compagnies of the équipages de ligne
have arrived here. The compagnies permanentes
des éguipages de ligne now amount to fifty-nipe,
instead of fifty. The levies are extended to those
who have served four years—a most harsh and
unusual measure; yet, to shew you the alacrity
with which this people rush to arms, I will
merely mention, that at Quimper, a few hotirs’
journey from this port, only nine were found
wanting out of the 765 of which the naval con-
tingent was composed ; and of these nine, seven
(who had govne to see théir sweethearts before
their departure) presented themselves the next
day before the authorities.

While 1 have been whthin thesewralls, the
corvette d'instruction, L’Orythée, has gone out to
exercise her crew, #nd the corvette de churge, La
Caravane, commanded by M. Lesport, capitaine
de corvette, has come into port.

In my former letter I made no mention of the
Ecole Spéciale du Génie Maritite, the pupils in
which are chosen from those who have pursued
their studies at least for two years, and satis-
factorily passed their examination in the Poly-
technic School at Paris. Rest assured, in the
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end, the éldves of this school will exercise an im-
portant influence on the navy of France.

There is no institution at Brest, notwithstand-
ing the extent and magnitude of the port mili-
taire, nor, indeed, has there ever existed in France
any asylum for aged or invalid seamen, similar to
Greenwich Hospital. But naval invalids, after
thirty years’ effective service, when supplied with
certificates of good character, and, it should be
added, protected by powerful interest, may be
adhitted into the Invalides at Paris. While in
gervice, but while in service only, there is an hos-
pital Yor sick sailors’in this town, and one of the
same nature at the other sea-ports ; but these, in
no respect, correspond to that noble national in-
stitution, Greenwich Hospital. To the credit of
the¥ government it should, however, be stated,
that the 3y and allowances of officers, as well as
men, indeed, all payments whatever, made on
account of the service of the‘ﬁavy, are subjected
to a deduction of three per cent, for the support
of the sick, and for granting pensions to naval
invalids. There is also at Brest, as in all the
other principal ports, an école de médecine de la
marine, where the arts of medicine, surgery, and
pharmacy, are taught. The students having
finished their studies, and passed their examina-
tions, are either placed on board vessels afloat, or
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employed in the marine hospitals, either at home
or in the colonies.

A ﬁre broke out a few mrrhts ago, in a house
in the Rue de la Crée, belonging to a M. Faque,
Commissaire Priseur. The owner alleges that
there was no combustible matter within the hou.se,
and that no fire had been lighted in it for some
days, nor was there any fire in the next house.
People thence jump to the conclusion that this
was the work of an incendiary; and there are
vague rumours, as usual, about foreign influence,
and all such stupid platitudes, which the well-
informed and well-disposed, of course, disregard ;
but these suspicions, industriously raised abroad,
very often seriously inconvehience, and sometimes
positively injure, the passing stranger. For in-
stance, a rigorous surveillance is still kept up,
and no foreigner, indeed n@ stranger, Lrenchman
though he be, is admitted within the dockyard.
This is foolish, as evell as illiberal; for there is
nothing at Brest, in the wﬁy’ of new discoveries,
which a8 stranger could carry away; and every
government in Europe knows, or ought to know,
the number of ships on the stocks, as well as the
number of workmen employed. To retarn, how-
ever, to the fire. While it raged, I had an op-
portunity of seeing the pompiers de la marine at
their work, commanded by M. Bermont, lieu-
tenant de vaisseau; and I must say they did their
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dptiy'veey eliédtively. The dsmage detie amounted,
Jieverthelest, Yo 8000 francs:

There is quite as much activity here among
the. army as in the navy. Reviews take place
always twice a-day, and sometimes, on dry days,
three times; but this event (I mean a dry day) only
happens once in three months. For the last fifteen
days it has rained here without the intermission
of two hours. The climate is, on the whole, mild,
-but the most variable I ever experienced. Some-
times, in the course of an hour we have the tem-
perature of four different seasons.

Berest is in no respect a commercial town. It
is but a naval and military garrison, and there-
fore a place insufferably uniform and dull. You
hear nothing but the din of the dockyard, the
firing of artillery, or the drilling of the troops.
The greater part of the inhabitants are in bed by
half-past eight o'clock, and almost all by nine.
On the quay beneath the arsenal a few coasting-
vessels are moored.' They come laden with wines
and brandies from Nantes and Bordeaux, for the
consumption of the bourgeoisie. Brest exports
scarcely any thing, and even that little is shipped
from Landernau or Morlaix.

It was from this port, on the 16th of Decem-
ber, 1796, that a fleet, commanded by Vice-
-Admiral Morad de (ralles, set sail for Ireland..
. It was composed of geventeen sail of the line,
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twelve frigates, six cat'véttes, ad 4 fow transperte.
There were 18,000 troops aboard, under the com-
mand of Hoche, with fifteen days’ provisions, and
six weeks’ rations for the sailors. The division of
Rear-Admiral Bouvet arrived within sight of the
western coast of Ireland on the 24th, and cast
anchor at Bantry Bay. A hurricane on the Mth
of the same month drove this armament back
again to Brest, with the loss of three vessels,
which were captured by our fleet.

Such hurricanes do not always spring up ; gnd
if Lord Melbourne remain Premier with Lord
Minto for first Lord of the.Admiralty, an auspi-
cious moment and a favouring gale may come,
when the greatest traitor aad the greatest poltroon
in Europe may invoke the aid of the tricolor to
carry his favourite measure of the repeal of the
uniou.

In treating of the Bagne of Brest I shall
enter into the financial details concerning this

port.

72
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Arrival at Port Louis. — Inspection of the Deckyard. — A
Newly-invented Bullet by Billette. — Its complete
Success.

September 29, 184p.
I ARRIVED here early this morning from L’Orient,
and hasten to acquaint you with intelligenceswhich
you will deem too important not to give imme-
diately to the public. Y8u are aware that this
place is about a league from the port militaire of
L’Orient, on the other side of the river called the
Blavet. On Saturday last I minutely inspected
the dockyard, an account of which I have already
sent you ; but on «arnvmg here to-day I learned
from an indubitable source-*-it is not uecessary
to say, that I saw with my own eyes, for that
would compromise people whom I do not wish to
injure —that for the last two months the naval
artillery here have been practising on an immense
construction of timber, which resembles in con-
formation and shape a 74 line-of-battle ship,
with a newly-invented bullet, discovered by an
old naval officer en retraite, named Billette, The
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property of this bullet or ball, for it may be
made of all sizes, is, when it meets with an
opposing force, such as the hull of a 74,
to explode with terrific effect, shivering vessels
into pieces, and thus destroying at one ° fell
swoop ” lives and property to an immense amount.
At first the Minister_ of the Marine was doubtful
of the effect of this devastatipg and destructive
projectile, and accordingly ordered essays to be
made of the force and effect of this vaunted djs-
covgry. These trinls have been made by com-
petent authority; and it is found to succeed
admirably, inflicting ‘* cureless ruin” wherever it
lodges. The account of these essays was sent to
Paris pretty much akout the epoch when the
inventor, Billette, was on his way to Bordeaux
on private business. He was recalled instantly
by telegraph, ordereq to return to the port of
L’Orient; and workmen are now engaged under
his superintendence, or, at gll events, by his
diredtich, fabricating this deadly scourge.

T have not time to say a word more: but
eomment surely were needless, pérhaps, mis-
placed. If our ministers are desirous of knowing
the secret, I believe they may have it.
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Dificulty of Writing a Correct Account of the Ports of
France, and of obtaining Information.— History of
L’Orient.—Port Louis, —The French East India Com-
pany.—Origin of L’Orient. — Magnificent Entrance.—
Library of the Arsenal. — Length and Breadth ofaPort
L’Orient. —Industry and Ingenunity of the French.—
Pay of the French Labourers,—Cheapness of Byrittany.
—Shears for Masting and Didmasting. — Difference in
the Nuwmber of French and English Frigates. —Im-
provement in French Ships.— Great Progress of the
French Navy.—L’Orient u Port of Construction.—
Preparations of the Military Power. —State of the
English Navy, —The Mariéime Arsenal—Commercial
College at L’Orient.—Increase of Merchants’ Vessels
at the Port since 1830,—The Population of 12Orient.—
Island of St. Michael. — Ngw, Forges. —Valug of Ra-
tions in Store. — Delivery of Oak, &¢. &e. for.the Use
of the Navy.— Superiority of L’Orient iu Vessels.

September 27, 1840.

TaERE is considerable difficulty in writing a cor-
rect account of the ports militaires of France. In
the first place, such is the jealousy and narrow
spirit of the authorities, that they will not allow
the publication, or rather, will not afford the
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facilities for the compilation, of guide-books;
and, in the second place, the object of the govern-
ment being exclusively to make of these ports
warehouses, workhouses, and dépots of their own,
all trade is rather discouraged than fostered.
Hence it is that you rarely or ever find merchants
of the first, second, or even third class perma-
nently settled at any of these harbours or arsenals;
and, as at the present moment, these places are
filled to overflowing by the officers and artisans
of the government, all is noisy, busy, and bust-
ling (to use a nautical phrase) as the Prince of
Darkress in & gale of vind, you have little chance
from them of accurate or extensive information ;
independently of which§ they are recently disposed
to look on such inquiries with more tha