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This is a step by step method to plank your decks, with some drawings and photos provided as a
visual aid to help you better understand the process.

First of all, you have to determine the length of your individual planks. | like the size of 120mm,
because 120 can be divided exactly by 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and é and 120mm is a reasonable size for
almost any kit scale in the market. Remember that in actual ships the length of the planks wasn't a
fixed measure, so | guess you can take a bit of liberty here. In any case, plank’s length is up to you

Next thing tfo consider is how many planks you want between plank joints. This will depend on your
model. See the drawings below.

A: Every 2 B: Every 3 C: Every 4 D: Every 5 //  1%




Which of the above pattems are you going to use?¢ That will be totally up to you. Do your
research and choose the one that best suits your model. It may not be any of the above, but
once you learn the technique, it won't really matter too much, as it will be the same every time.

We will talk now about the patterns. One common tendency is to follow a consecutive number
pattern when placing the planks. In example D above, if we had follow a consecutive pattern like
1 2345, we would have ended with something like this:

Even though it's not bad, it's not the ideal pattern. Compare this drawing with that of example D
on page 2. You will see a difference, even though they both have a repeating pattern every 5
planks.

The planking in example A follows the pattern 121212. There's not much we can do about it. The
planking in example B follows the pattern 132132132; example C goes 132413241324, and the
planking in example D follows the pattern 135241352413524. Easy to remember: Odd numbers first,
even numbers last.

We will now go on to explain about the patterns and how to apply them to our planking job. | am
going to use pattern D to work with as we follow the step by step procedure.
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Let's assume you chose 120mm as your full length plank. To get the pattern D, which repeats
every 5 planks, we are going to need to divide 120/5=24. So 24mm is going o be the size of every
one of your segments. In the drawings ahead, a thick black horizontal line is the front edge of your
deck; (It should be an arc, but it's easier to work with as a straight line), a thin red vertical line, is
the deck's center line, and the thin horizontal blue lines, represent the division of every one of your
segments.

First and foremost. Draw the center line on your deck as precise as possible.

Bow/

Then, divide your centerline into 5 exact segments, egch 24mm long. (Blue lines) They will be lines
numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5.




Now, it's time to have our pattern handy: 1 35 2 4.
Step 1. - Take one 120mm plank and place it af the front edge of the deck, right next to the right
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side of your centerline. £

Things to consider: We will call this first plank a “5” plank. It starts above line number one, so that's
an imaginary 5 line. You always start at the cenfer of your deck with the largest segment number.
(If we were following example C, repeat every 4 planks, this would be our "4 plank.)

One more thing: Make sure you cut a reasonably large batch of 128imm planks, or whatever
measure you have chosen. Planks must be exactly equal in length for a proper job.
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you have placed this plank, it is recommended that you continue placing 120mm

Step 2. - Once
pty spaces between two planks,

planks to the end of your deck. This will avoid the creation of em
harder to fill later. Trust me on this: it is better to avoid this.

Step 3.- OK. So far so good. According fo our pattern 1 3 5 2 4, to the right of the 5 plank, we will
have a plank starting on line 2, and to the left, a plank starting on line 3. We will proceed as

follows: ) ’






Again, using our pattern 1 3 5 2 4, we see that now we need a plank starting on line 4 at the right
of the previous on line 2, and a plank on line 1, to the left of the one in 3.
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Let's continue by filling the empty spaces again




And that's itl All you have to do from now on is keep placing your planks to the right and left of
the already fitted planks, paying attention to your chosen pattern. Every time you start a new line
of planks, just check that it actually follows your pattern: count how many planks there are
between the joint butts of every plank. To follow on the above example, we will need a plank
starting at line 1 at the right, and a plank starting at 4 to the left. Thus, our pattern at that moment
would be: (New planks in blue)

13524 . Fill all the rest of the rows above and below of these planks. When we add the next
row of planks, pattern willbe 4135241 3, then 5241352413 " etc.

I really hope this humble work helps somebody. | have to credit Michael Bryant from the Dry Dock
Models Forums, www.drydockmodels.com for enlightening me on this matter. | got this method
from him, and all | did was make a few minor changes and add some visual aids.
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Ulises Victoria A.
Monterrey, México

January/Enero 2008

10



