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HMS Victory 
 

 
At Chatham I hired a boat to see the men of war, which are there in great numbers.  I 

sketched the Victory in three views.  She was the flower of the flock, a three decker of 

(some say) 112 guns.  She looked very beautiful fresh out of Dock and newly painted. 

When I saw her they were tending sails which circumstance, added to a very fine evening, 

made a charming  

 

John Constable 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 1: HMS Victory entering Portsmouth by William Joy 1844 Norwich Museum* 

 

 

 
* The ‘Victory’ that Joy portrays is, as we shall see, one of the closest semblances to Victory of Trafalgar under sail that exists, 

the ship is incorrect in having the round bow, but from the viewpoint of the observer this is not immediately discernible. 
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